Mo” coat be " 


K 

__ $ Py Pe - {* ” Y & 4" ag 
_ 5s deeb A | 
«EET. LT Br" 8 - > 


; Roving Rebiked I-41 
A Defence of the MINIST! N S | 


- - _ - 4 bs &. 
EDD. EE © 
JS 


By y way of * Anſwer to the Vnpar- FE 


; rallel'd Calumnies caſt upon them in an 4 W 


. . Epiſtle lately publiſhed by 
Thomas Speed Merchant of Br7 ftol, 


unhÞppily: become the QUARERS Advocate. $ =: 


WHER EzI N, | 
Some Scriptures are opened , and, |. 


diverſe things Objected by the QUAKERS, *F 1: 
EXAMINED. and NSWERED. | 


With an Hortatory Epiſtle prefixed to faſten Chriſtians to 
Feſus Chriſt in theſe un- glewing times ,* wherein ſo. 
many playa) ces and looſe Pos him. 
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By William Thomas M miſter 
of the Goſpel at Ubley. 


Mat.6.23. If tel lghr that is in thee be darknes, how great is that darknes? 
IC0Y.4,13. We arc made as the filth of the world,the off ſcouring of all gs ; 
Luke 10.16, He that deſpiſerh jou Coe me. 


Gal.4.17, They would exclude you, (th4t is, fout you out fromiloving me and | 
all true Paſtors, ſaith Paul) that you mighr affe& them, 
\ . Tertull, prafcripr. pdverf. Hzrer. 
Ayolent quantum volunt palee levis fided-quocuuque ad flats tcitationum, ed 
purier maſſa frumenti in hoijea Doininy reponernr, 


Lond, Printed by T. M. for Thomas Thomas, andare are to to be ſold 
| at his Shop in Broad- ſtreet in Briſtol, 11 656. | 
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To my reſpeted and well beloved 


i 


Friends and Neighbours, in and about the Citty 
Briſtol ; thoſe in particular of my own C 
and in fpecial, thoſe that by the tentation of 
times, have ſadly, and dangerouſly de 

ned from the Scripture-path. 


w? Hat I do in the firſt place make mine ad- 

drefle to you ( my honoured Friends ) in 

that great City, ſhall not be {Itruſt ),0- 

D therwiſe apprehended then as a teſtimo- 
ne» nyof my Chriſtian reſpect,and deſires of 

your ſpiritual good. Beſides that the buſineſs in hand 

ſtands in ſoneer a relation unto you, as to call upon 

me ( as I conceive ) to call upon you, and exhort you 

all, in theſe Jooſe and /eavingtimes, that with purpoſe 

of heart you world cleave unto the Lorda, It is the Fate : yg, -;;; 

( ſhall I ſay ) or rather the great fault of eminent pla- 23. 

ces, to entertaine and profeſle religion by way of * 

on, rather then out of elefion upon ſolid grounds, or 
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no reaſon, but yet Foffer it to your moſt ſerious confi- 


ſuch a cenſure. And, however that be, I hope I ſhall be 
excuſed in making my application thither where he 
that will needs be mine adverſary hath his abode, and 
where many of the ſame erronious and apoſtatiſing 
way with himſelf, are ſo entertained b and countinan- 


52 701110 
If. . Oo L * 
as a matter of deep humiliation to that { otherwiſe. 


honcurable) City: eſpecially conſidering how the 
infe&ion hath ſpread it telfe thence into all adjacent 
parts. Laffly, ourof that Citty the Pamphlet that I 
am called to anſwer hath poſted about:the Nation : 
As concerning which, I leave it toall that bave any 
ſcnſe of religion, to conſider whether they ever knew 
ſo ſtrange and ugly a thing, I may ſay, ſuch a Monſter 


carried about the Countres tobe ſeen afterward But 
be it what it will be, fince it is come adroad, .and that 
upon my occaſion ( though altogethe! beyond my 
Intention ) 1 cannot but account my ſelfe fo far con- 
..+ __*cernedin It, asto do mine endeavour that they that 
.*>  * feaf Cod may-not take burt from it, (I mean ſome 
weak ones, foreſtabliſhed Chriſtians deteſt it) and 
« "that they that fear not God may not take heart from it, 
-and animate themſelves againſt Gods Ordinances; 
yea further, that it may not ly as a guilt upon this Na- 
tion, that ſach things are publiſhed to the great difſe 
honour of God and Religion, without any refutation, 
«1/4.59- 4. contradiCtion,or pl:ad:ng for truth. c If herein my de- 
> clining abilities may be any way uſefull, Iam willing 
to-ferthem all a work ( with much defire of divine aſ- 


cauſeth anew Leje#10n, Idonot mention this as will- 
ing to fix an imputation upon you, ' whereof there is- 


deration and care, that there may not be juſt cauſe of 


ced, (Ido not fay by a//,) that i cannot but preſent it: 


brought to Briſtol-Fair to be ſhewed there firſt, and- 


iſt» 
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The Epiſtle. 
ſiſtance) to ſerve that Citty and Countrey, where (be- 
ſide my imployment in my own place) I have divers 
times beſtowed my paines, now for the ſpace of neer 
fourty years, to preach and mantaine that Scripture- 
dodrine, and thoſe Scripture-Ordinances, which this 
upttart generation thraſts ſore-at to make them fall, but 
all in vaine, for heaven and earth. ſhall paſſe away, but 
not one tittle of Gods heavenly truth 4. 
W hat I have hitherto ſpoken 1> but preparatory to * Luk.16. 

that which followeth, which will reflect (according *7: 
to the Title of the Epiſtle ) upon two ſorts of perſons, 
7 mean thoſe thathave ſtood firm, and thoſe that have 
loſt their firſt fooring and firſt faith. 

Unto the firſt of theſe, who have held faſt: thofe : 
things which they have received and heard from their 
Teachers -out.of the word of- God .{ among whom, l 
thank God, I may and do ſpeak tothoſeof my owne 
Charge) i ſay, to ſuch I havethree things to commu- 
nicare. | OT 

Firſt, that they. are mach bound to bleſſe God for- \.' 
his unſp=akable gift, it being Hee, and Hee alone that 
18 able and faithful b to-keep us from falling. Nor can ors 24, 
it but much affect them, upon {erious thoughts that ***933 
when- (in theſe infected and infetting times) ſoma» 
ny-have fallen on the one hand, and ſo many ontheb- 
ther, vet that ſpiritual c-peſtilence hath not come nigh 
them. eſpeclally conſidering how many falſe Pro- pr. .c. 
phets have atiſen,and with how many faire ſhews an 
ſeeming wonders, they have ſet forth their wares, in 
ſo much that they. would have deceived ( if ithad 
been poſhble) the very elect 4. In thar ſo many of you 
(therefore dare preſerved,O how great cauſe is there £04 Mar, 24, 
conclude. as the Apoſtle jn the ſame argument doth, *+ 
To the only wiſe God our Saviour be glory and Majeſty, 
dominion 
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' The Epiſtle. 
_ . dom inion and power, now and ever Amen. Jude ver.25. 

2. Secondly, ſhall fay further to ſuch as the Apoſtledoth. 
Dearly beloved and longed for, our joy and our Crown 

. (when Apoſtates crown us with thorns) ſo ſtand faſt 

e Phil, 4.1. #92 the Lorde, and for that purpoſe put on the whole Ar- 
. mour of God that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles 

"bp 9/6. of the Devill f, and thoſe profundities g, which the old 
$Rev.2.24, SErPENt produceth in theſe laſt dayes, finding his uſu- 
i, co7.2, Al devices h tobe fo well known, that he had need be- 
II take himſelf to his new depths : Tow have put your 
i Luk.g.6z. hand to the plough, look not back, i Be old Diſciples k 
. 44.21. Nothing is more linfull; nothing more ſhameful then 
: to give off at laſt, and to be befooled and bewitched 

1 Gal 3.13. 0ut of a good way.l Let it never be ſaid, you have,but 
& 5.7 you doe, your wil,,you ever will,xan well ; make it your 
m x Theſ., BIgheſt defigne to die in Jeſus m. When: you ſee any, 
I 4, ' when you ſee fo many fall away, think that your Sa- 
viour is now ſpeaking to you in particular,and ſaying 

 _ (evenas affectionately as of old hedid.) Wi/ ye alſo go 

" 70þ,6,67. away nf If ye will go, whither will ye go? to Arians? 
enemies to Chriſts Perſox, to Ranters? enemies to his 

Precepts and Purity, to Quakers ? enemies to his Ora7- 

nances and Officers, Tf it ſeem evill to you to follow the 

Lordo, you may go atter ſuch companions; But doth 

: 4 90.24 that ſeem evill? Is it evill to follow the chiefeſt good >? 
: or can you follow-and enjoy him, and nor hear his 
voice p, and attend his Ordinances q? Know that no- 

? 0b.10. thing but the words of eternall life will make an eter- 
: Plal6s, ,Dpall Diſcipler. If others be gone, let them return to 
*Fob.6. 63 YOU, but do not you turn to themſ. Finally, look to your 
- 10. 5-19- ſelves ( and deſire the Lord to look, to you) that we looſe 
not the things we have wrought , but that we may receive 

a full reward, Joh. 2.8. : 

- Thirdly, I have one word more; It is eaſy and obvi- 
ous 
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The Epiſtle. 
ous to obſerve that many poore, profane Creatures, 
who have nothing of the pywer of godliv.efſ in them, 
et bleſſe themſelves in this, that they le not Separa-. 
tiſts, Anabapriſts, Quakers, (which they thar are ſuch. 
have cauſe to lovk upon as a ſad fruit vt their falling a 


' way ) hall therefore earneſtly move thoſe Chriſtians 


that have not been removed, as others, in theſe totter- 

ing rimes, to expreſle the power of that truth in their 

whole ſoules and lives, to which God:in ſogreat mer- 

cy, and with ſo great power hath held their hearts; 

which I do the rather mention, 1. Becauſe that is the 

way to keep for ever the truth hitherto kept, for faith 

that is the doctrine of religion is held in conjunGion 

with a good conſcience; If you put away the conſci- , 

ence, you will make ſh1pwrackof thefaitht; Its the | he 

life of religion that preſerves the lrght. 2. This will put * 

70 ſolenee the 1gnorance of fooliſh men u,whole moſt plau-,, ,,, .. 

ſible argument againſt a right religion, is an nnrighte- 15, * 

ous converſation. 3. This 15.4 courſe to confirm thoſe 

that yer ſtand firm, who ſhall receive the moſt familiar 

& operative conviction of the ſoundnes of your rel1- 

gion and theirs in matter of opinion, by the efficacy. . 

thereof in the holines of your carriages for that which 

is the truth of God indeed, is deſcribed to be a truth 

which is after godlines a, That is, 1t teacheth to live 

Soberly, Rrghteonſly and:godly b. They who have been = 77.:.1; 

taught as the truth is in Jeſus, put of the former conver-" T#.2.12. 

(ation and put on a better c, Yea, 4. By this you may 

pcoſhibly regain thoſe that are,inpart departed,for why « z1-74.:1 

ſhould not that good converſation that is one meanes 22,23,24. 

to bring an Heathen to be a Chriſtian 4, bea means, 

_ to bring a revolted Chriſtian to bea right Chri- ,,, 4. rc 
Jan. | ; 


And tothoſe who are ſo reyolted I am next to ſpeaks 
| which 
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"The Epiſtle, 


which I confeſle 1sa very heavy taſk, not only becauſe 
their-going back is ſo godlefle, (for to be without-God, 
and without a teaching Prieſt and without Law, gotoge- 
e, ch0n, ther e, and how farr they put away the two latter, 
153 wherein God is:1njoyed, their writings ſhew.; I ſay 
therefore not onely becauſe their going back is-ſo 
godlefle, and thereupon, ſo. grievousto think and 
ſpeak of 5 but alſo becauſe their return (I meane-of 
'the chiefeſt of them) 15 ſo hopeleſſe and the more 
hopeleſle becauſe their hearts areſo high ;. In theſe 
dayes they that have got a new opinion, are like pro- 
digals that have newly got their portion, they go in- 
ro a far country from their. fathers houſe, and when 
they have done that, think none in a morenoble con- 
dition then themſelves; But becauſe all are not-gone 
alike, and that God who hath perſwaded Japheth- to 
S dwell in the tents of Shem,f, can perſwade thoſe that be 
- 62-927 gon furtheſt, yet to goe their way forth by the footſteps of 
the flock and againe to feed beſide the ſhepheards tents g. 
5 (an!.1:8, Thatis,to walk as they were wont, with the true ſheep 
after the true ſhepheards; 1 ſhall therefore offer ſuch 
afliſtance as I can give (and which the Lord can make 
totake ) by opening the cauſes of declining, and ad- 
Jjoyning the remedies. 
- The cauſes are either within or without. h 
1. Within 1 And the great cauſe and ſum of cauſes 
within is the corruption of nature If the prince of 
this World adventured on our Saviour himſelfe in 
*70h.14-390 whom hee fonnd nothing h, no marvel if hee preſume 
Hhee ſhall be ſucceſlefull with us in whom heefindes ſo 
much, I meane ſo much of that pravity which makes 
ſo much for his purpoſe. 
In particular, there is within us. 
1.41 nibelieving heart 1, the very charafter whereof 
| C Is 


i Heb.3,12, 
I, 
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The Epiſtle, 


is, that it departs from the living God iz theſe are the; iHe.3.12; 


.dayes wherein Chriſtians do 'not only -profeſle that 

they can live without, but pretend to be above ordi- 

-Nances 3 which is an height ſo ſtrange, that we may 

be aſtonied at it 3 ſo ſhamefu], that we may bluſh and 

be confounded at it 3 ſo dangerous, that we may feare 

and tremble at it. VVhat ? Above that, which Chriſt _ 
himſelfe hath ordained them to be #»der, and that to. ,,,, ., 


_theend of the world k, as his way to therr happineſs! 19,25. 


would they ever do this, if they did believe, either 


the promiſe of life made to hearing /, or the '7*+ 553: 


threatning of unavoidable deſtruction denounced a- | 
gainſt deſpiſing #2? But when men be of this minde , "H* 2.3: 
that no good or comfort is to: be had in ordinance- 
communzton, ( perhaps becauſe themſelves have wan- 

ted 1t, for that they did not rightly, humbly and pa- 


. Hiently ſeek it ) no marvel if there be ordinance-deſer- 


tion; when men change faith into fancy, no mer- 
vail if they change Religion into frenſy 2 Tiz2.3.9. | 

2. Anunſtable heart, led away with diverſe Iuſts n," , rim. .. 
that 1s, light deſires; inconſtant and alternant moti- 3-6: 
ons; longing after every thing and pleaſed with no- * *©3-'* 
thing long. How many be there, whoſe light is weak, 
but luſts, affeftions, cupidities, ſtrong * No marvail 
if with ſuch a new man and a new matter, :like new 
wine, work mightily ; and if ſuch Athenian eares be 
quickly turned from: the Trath to-Fables 2 Tim. 4.3,4. 

3. A carxabheart a, wherein:there is a-great deſire * 1C0,3.3. 
to hear Miniſters of. parts, for their Partsz not but 
that parts are to be regarded for their good uſe, and 
becauſe by.greater and quicker abilities, Gods Word 
1s opened more clearly tothe underſtanding, or preſt 
more powerfully upon the conſcience; thus to love 
parts, that 1s, for the Wordand the good ſervice they 
doin the things of God, is very good ; but on __ 

B ther 
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The Epiſtle, E 


b Fajp, 2.1, 


£4{8, £6.2, 


-ly-to be judged at that laſt and. 


« Rom 6:19 M 


--ther ſide, to:Jove the Word for the good arts; that, in 


regard of the Chriſtianthatis ſoraken & miſtaken,isa 
dangerous thing,: and in regara ofthe Word:of: God, 
adiſhonourable thing. To havethe faith of our Lord.- 
ws Chriſt wirh refpeC&t.of Parts, is much alike as to - 
aveit-with reſpect of perſons -b, ſuch are eal1ly waf- 
ted therher whcre there is more ot the parts, though - 


lefle of the. V\ ord and truth of God, for itis for the. 


great Parts of men that they go, rather than the good .: 


Word of Gud. This is it tha uridoes great Cities, 
that people fl: ck to-publick Ordinances; as*it were 


in--way of recreation, as if Paul, .and Apollo, and Ce- 


phas, that is, various Miniſters of different gifts, were 


ſent by. Jeſus C hrift'to pleaſe mens ſeveral] humours, 
and that they may run from one to another for their 
better content z..and not (as thetruth is) to deliver - 
unto them from God, 'a | aw of faith and life, which 
they-ougbr to hear with a trembling. ſpirit c, as that 
whereby they are to be guided -here, and according- - 
great day 11heſ.4.1,2. 
Mark 16.16. Jobn 12.49. | 
4s: A careleſſe heart; taking the DoGrines of good 


Miniſters on their words, without obſerving their 


grounds, and examining (as the noble Bereans. did ) 
thoſe Scriptures whereupon they-1did build the: dos. 
rines delivered-to their hearers. Hence it comes to 
paſle; that though the Word be .delivered. to them, 
et that and. their hearts are not delivered to it d, but 
to the Miniſter that is the deliverer of -it 5 upon this 
followeth that which is worſe; to wit,” that when o- 
ther Teachers ſtep in (eſpecially if they-make ſhew 
of much holinefle.)and deliver contrary things to 
thoſe they heard before, they take thoſe alſo upon 
their woxds that deſtver them, andict go the: an a 
| iTrarns, 
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The Epiſtle.. 


truths, ſell theſe; and buy thoſe; no wonder, for we-. 
may ſay one mans-word 1s as. good as anothers; to 
wit, if the Word delivered, be taken on the bear war- 
rant of the one and the other. 
5. Aproud heart and a fooliſhe: Hence he Joes er Tim.C. 
formerly ſought life in a way of legal righteouſnefle 3 77; 3.x. 
towit, for want of knowledgef, and becauſe they from,ugfe. 
were fooles as to ſuffer themſelves to be bewitched ; 
and withall for want of humility, and becauſe they 
-would not ſubmit themſelves unto the righteouſneſſe of xxzm,co.3 
God g. Papiſts ſince have troad in their ſteps { no ' 
mervai], for proud man would fain be his own Savi- 
our ) and the Quakers go far this way; for howſoe- 
ver they ſeem enemies to that pride({ which we all 
condemn ) by ſome outward and bodily neglects 
( wherein the Papiſts go beyond them) yet they and 
- the Papiſts both, diſcover and —_ a far more 
dangerous pride, in lifting up as they do, an inward 
light, and their inherent pretended perfeCtions; yea 
in all Sesand deviding parties, height of Spirit bath., _, __. 
a great part h Gal.6.12.13.Jobn 3.9. ONES 
Theſe are the cauſes within, unto which may be 
_— Secondly, cauſes and occaſions withont; name- 
ly theſe, 
: 1. Chriſtians forſaking their fellow Chriſtians : 'A- 
poſtacy in Religion begins or atleaſt begins to be ſer- 
led and to ſhew itſelfe in. ſeparation. and breach of 
communion i, when the Apoſtle ſaith, *Let us hold 
faſt the profeſſzon of our faith; he ſaith ſoon after, i » Tim, 
Not forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves together, but *9- 
exhorting one another a, for good Chriſtians by mutu- 
al exhortations and communications, are not only a a Heb. ro; 
comfort, buta guard one to another b. It is obſer- 23-2425. 
ved that they that Quakers prevail with, are either 3-1 © 
B 2 ignorant 
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The Epiſtle. 
ignorant perſons and raw profeſſors,or meer Not:onaliſts, 
full of brave words, but that have little of the power 

of godlinefſe; or elſe men of ſeparating ſpirits. 


Hear what he ſaith, that.was for a time, and in a 


great part, one of them :. 7 doe not hear,( ſaith he ) 
cThe mor know any that have been well grown and experienced 
ailder or Chriſtians, maintaining a cloſe communion together, ac- 
theQua- cording to the exemplary waies of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
kers bla- that are thus overcome and betrayed by tbe ſubtil Wiles of. 
ging Starp ; | | 
33,34, FtheDevilc, 

| 2. Their forſaking the Miniſtry: Sheep without a 


d chr0n.24, 


ted from their firſt principles, comune with their own. 
hearts, and enquire whether they ſtaid ſo long with 


their firſt Paſtors, as ſeriouſly: to ſeek' from: them a. - 


reſolution of their doubts,. and to ſee whether all rea-, 


fons of running away, might not have been anſwer- 
ed > Butno marvail if they go out of the way by- 


thoſe that are unfaithfu], that never enquire the way: 


of thoſe that are faithful; yea, that forſake their pro- 


fHeb,r3... PeEr-guides f,, What would the Deputy have done 


17. when El;zzas the Sorcerer ſought to bewitch him, if .- 


ra '3* Paul had not ſtood by & come in with his charmes g? 


Obſerve therefore that the firſt work: of Sedacers 
( that they may prevent all preventions of prevailing) 


is, to make their new Diſciples abhor their old Tea= 


chersz juſt as good-fellowes handle the Prodigal ; 

that 1s, ſo as tomake him- deteſt his Fathers houſe, 

that they may make a prey of him;yea,they do fo new. 
mould.their ſpirits, as that they. make them open. 

| their months in out-cries and curſes againſt thoſe, 
h Ge! 4.35 now. for whom (to ſpeak. in Paxls language þ) they 


ſhepheard are eaſily made a prey to the Woolf, as. 
nh Joaſh was, when Jehojada was dead d, and the Galas«. 
eGal.1.6. tians inPavlrabſence e.Let Chriſtians that have depar--. 


would. 
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would once have pluckt ont ther eyes; thus as ſomtimeg 
Achitophel counſelled .4bſolam, to go into his Fathers} 
Concubines in the ſight of all Iſrae], to make the dif-] 
ference between him and his Father irreconcilable}. 
by that odious act 7, and thereby to ſecure himſelf: i 259.16. 
So do Seducers teach their followers a miniſter-re-,*** 
proaching-language and uſage, that ſo they and their; 
former ( yea, and all ſound ) Teachers, may be at an 
everlaſting difference, and by that means their hold. 
may be the more firme Gal.4.7. Joh.9.24. 

3. Th-ir forſaking(atlength ) the ordinance of God, 
and the outward exercife of religion both in the pub- - 
lick congregation and in their own Families. Now: - 
when Chriſtians leave the Word, which 1s the builder * 
up of Saints Acts 20.32, and the Sacraments that are 
their Confirming Seals, Rom.4.11. And Sabbaths that 
are the cement of Religion k.. And that Prayerthat is k ?(e. 122; - 
the Chriſtians keeper Jude v.20,21 {ſweeping the houſe jp"? 4. 
for the Devil by (weeping out holy exerciſes, Luke 11. They thar 
25.) no marvell if they be rninous, unſtable, ſhattered, x (ery 
and even loſt creatures. - ————_ 

To adde alittle more, now I am engaged in this ar- co his ſer- 
gument: The precedent diſtempers partly ariſe from, 3s Keep * 
and partly are fomented by ſuch furtherances thereof 20a, 
as I ſhall now ſubjoyne; 

To wit, . | 

1. Satan himfelfe ; who 18 as a Murtherer, ſo a Lyar 
from the begining /, that is, not only a teller of Lies 174, 8.:4.- - 
and a maker and moulder of untruthes, but alſo a ma- 2 £9r.11,3. 
ker of lyars, and an inſtiller and promoter ofall thoſe 
falſhoods that are in deceived and deceiving men, 2, m 1 Kines 
If there be a man appointed of God to be deceived to .z.z1,22; 
his deſtruction, Tle perſwade him,( Sajes that Mur- - 
therer )If he be aſked where withall? Ile bea lying 
Spirit (faith that liar) Many talk much of Spzrit _ 
Chri- - 
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a 2'Tbe{. 2;/Chriſtians muſt not be ſoor ſhaken immind: a, by flick 

23 Suggeſtions nor ſufſer men'to. impoſe upon them by 
_ thename of Spirit, for perhaps, it maybe the ſpiritof 
- Ababs prophets. 

Thereisa laying cited out of Luther, that will give 
every man reaſon to raiſea ſuſpicton upon the preten- 
ſions of extraordinary revelation, it is thisz Yer:ily God 

_ bee inceſſantly implored with feare and humility, 

Seerhe otherwiſe truly it may ſoone come to paſſe that the Devit 

Book cal will preſent before our eyes ſuch a fantaſm that we ſhould 

Faithſul ſwear it were the true holy Ghoſt it ſelfe,as not onely thoſe 

d;ſrove?) of ancient Hereticks, but in our time alſo examples which 

wh defſian have been, and are ſtill great and dreadfull, doe forwarne. 

p.13,19. 2, Seducing Teachers, Satans Angels, b who tranſ- 

a3; © formethemſelyes into the apoſtles of Chriſt , and talk 

£, Apoſtles might of immediate inſpiration; & an in- 

alſible ſpirit, who come with new and' ſeemingly hea- 

venly lights, and no marvel, for Satan himſelfe that is 

the deformed prince of darkneſs, is transformed into 

cRm.16, an Angell of light who uſe good words and fair ſpeeches 

18. to deceive the hearts of the ſomple c, yea they would de-- 
ceive(if it were poſlible) the very ele d. | 

3. Evil Neighbours, Satans Agents,as Solomons wives 

Nehere.13.26. And the Arians-wives of Emperiours ; 

ofander . for very oft in the wife "as of old)begins the fall; this 

Hiſt. Ec- Is true alſo in regard of other infectious company.as in 

_ Epit, the colloguing Princes of Judah that infe&ted Joaſh at- 

. 43. kb. ter the death of Jehoſada. 2 Chron. 24. 17. 

2, & lib.3. 4. The Diſtemper and Apoſtacy of the times, Satans 

4 ail , great advantage,d corrupted times are like the infetted 

12, ayre cauſing a catholike contagion. This is the time 

wherein old truth (by the knowledge whereof many 

are now In heaven 1 T:#..2.4.) are grown to be out 

of date, Nor isit ſuchan honour ( as of old) to re- 

FI VErence 


verence ordinances, 'but if you walk above: them and - 
look-upon:themas low-forms, then-youare {with too 
of many)-inthe higheſt form. The devil formes a great 
tentation out of ſuch eftimation. 
The Liberty of the times, Satanrengine. I meane (as 
men make-uſe of it )it is made.great uſe of bySatan for 
the carrying on of his defignes, | deny not but it is a _- 
mercy which we are greatly to thank God for to have 
a free liberty -to do his will, but liberty of ſuch a lati-- 
tude as to-walk 1ight or wropg in matters of religion 
without the leaſt teare in any caſe, either of Church- 
or-ſtate- cenſure fals into- Satans hands as a fit engine, 
both for the oppoſing conculcating of ſaving truthes, « z Pet.3.2 
& the ſpreading and cheriſhing of damnablee errors, }-. 
for that old ferpent krowes,that if he can but obtaine + 
that men-may doe-what they themſelves will ( natural 
men and hypocrites, -which arefar the greateſt com- fz 7im.z, - 
pany, being ofhisminde and1ed after bis willf, )he 7; . IS 
can eaſy bring them-to do what he h11ſelf will: There - © 
are two reſtraints from evil government and grace :--- 
The former is like hedges and walls to creatures that-- 
are wilde: The other is like the gentleneſs and or- 
derlineſs of creatures when they are tamed g3 be-g ra. 116. 
cauſe ſo few partake inthe latter, there is a great deal 
the more necd of the former h. n- 
6: Corrupt and corrupting Books, Satanr Library; 
which yetare not chained and fixed, but flying Books, 
arpoſely made little, that they may be made nim- 
le, and paſle with more ſpeed, ' andat an eafy rate, 
toinfeft the Nation ; may we not fear a flying roule-- 
will go forth over the face of this God-negleFing Na- 
hn, becauſe the wings of ſuch Books are nor clipt 
Zecn.5$.2,3. 2 | RD 
Having beenlargein the cavſer of declining, Tſhall *' 
COntract ** 
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contra&tthe remedies, the rather becauſe the diſcove- 


ry of the cauſes, is it ſelf a remedy ; .yet for the grea- 


ter confirmation of thoſe that ſtand, eſtabliſhment of 

thoſe that ſtagger, and the better raifing up of thoſe 

that are fallen down, I ſhall adde theſe enſuing helps. 

1. Study the Word of God: There be two Rules 

and Centers to combine and knit up men in a right 

way. Thefirſt, is theRule and Law of reaſon, that 
conjoynes men in Civil things and waies of humane 
wiſdome. Gamaliel was more rational than the reſt 

of his Society; and to him the whole company a- 

a 47.5.40 greed, in him the whole Council was concentred 4. 
The ſecond is the Rule of Scripture, that unites men 

in the things of God, walking by the ſame Rule and 

 2::73, Winding the ſame things go together b. By the reci- 
16, | ted Wordandwill of God, we finde in Scripture a 
concutrent and unanimous determination of a great 
Controverſy c, wherein alſo the Churches of God 
14s, did with great conſent and content, ſtand reſolved 
17,8c. 28. and rejoyce, whatever others think, yet we may ſay 
31,0 1% as Luther doth 4, If our Do@rine be in any danger, it 


dn his comes of this evil; to wit, the loathing and maine. of 


Preface - the Word. 
_ ©  Forfurther help from the Word, have recourſe to 
the P/alms the Miniſters of the Word, for unity in Gods way, is 
of Degrees the work of the Miniſtry. The. Prophet Elijah was 
the great Reducer of the revolted people of God in 
er Kings the old Teſtamente. And Jhn Baptiſt( that other 
18,38,35. Elijah ) was the great turning inſtrument in the new 
Teftament, to bring in and faſten the Fathers to the 
Children, the Children tq the Fathers, and the diſobedient 
Jo the wiſdome of the juſt Luke 1.17. Seducing Tea- 
chers are Removers Gal.1.6,7. but faithful Miniſters 
are the returners of thoſe that wander f, and con- 
ft firmers 


f 1 Pet,t, 
25, 
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firmersof thoſe that are weak, 4s 14.22. yet not 
excluding Magiſtrates, who ( being pious )are in_ 
their way, eminent Reducers into Gods way; as 
we ſee in Jeboſaphat that dwelt at Jeruſalem, but went 
out through the people from Berſhebe to . mount Ephraine 
and brought them back to the Lord God of their Fathers. * 
2 Chron.19.4. BE 
2. Reverence the Lords Day and all thoſe holy Or- 
dinances, which God hath appointed to be then ( e- 
ſpecially ) exerciſed. It is obſerved that the meet- 
1ng of the Jewes together in the ſolomn Feaſts, was a 
great means of uniting them in the knowledge ef the 
God of Ifſrae], which was then more aboundantly 
taught g, and in the true worſhip of God, wherein 
(then ) they were more aboundantly employed. 


3. Keep cloſe to good Chriſtians, whoſe character gry;on. ze. 
. It 1s to meet together to ſpeak to one another, Mal.3. Nebems., 


16. and ſo to confirme one another 1 Theſ. 5.14. If ; 


any be unruly, they warn hims if feeble-minded, r, 2,3,4. 


they comfort him 5 zf weake, they ſupport him; and 
if any of the company doerre from the truth, one or 
other, if he doth not forſake the Society, will ſet 
upon himand ſeek to turn hin from the error of his 
way, Jam.5.19,20. It is very obſervable that when 
Peter was among right Chriſtians at Antioch, he was 
right himſelf; but when other company: came in 
that were feirce enemies to Chriſtian Liberty, both 
he (though an Apoſtle ) and by his example, divers 
others, yea, and Barnabas, left their upright walk- 
ing,Gal.2.12,13,14. 

Now its true that all Se&s have their Societies, 
and they may ſay they keep to thoſe of their owne 
but its one thing to love & keep company with Chri- 


ſtians upon the account of Kegeneration & union to nar 
Hea 
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Head (which ſhould bethe great reaſon of our love b,'. 

ITED 6 and a{{ociating our ſelves with-them 7 ) and another 

Pſa, 119, to walk witha deviding party- in-4 way of FaGion, 

63. and becauſe they and we are of one opinion, . leaving 

the company of thoſe.in whom there ts the ſame gra- - 

cious work, becauſe there is not the ſame particular 

way-. Frem-.this irregularity, it ariſeth that people 

wander in un-approved wayes without any returne, 

to wit, : becauſe they keep company and 'correſpon- 

dence withthoſe only that are of their own minde, 

and by whom therefore they are confirmed, but have 

no intimate and communicative ſociety with others 

that are of ather principles, by whom they might be 

reſolvd,. inform'd, and ( through grace.) rectifid . 

and reducd;. | 

4. Fear and forbear the Society of Seduced and Sedu- 

cing Ferſons; in regard of whom the rule 'is to tur 

: away a, to avoidthemb, not to go forth at their call 

a7”: 3-7 andinſtance c: Two great evils accompany the ac- 

b Rom, 16, COmpanying of ſuch 3 for either x. They will be cor 

I7. rupters of thee, Komm.16.18. 2 Tir.3.6,7. Or 2. Thon 

- <4 ſhalt be a countenancer of them, whereunto that of 

the Apoſtle relateth 2. Epiſtle of Jehz 10.11. If there 

come any to you and bring not this Doctrine, receive 

him not into your houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed, 

for him that bids him God ſpeed is partaker of his e- 
vil deeds. | - 

5. Conſider into what extremities they that once looſe 
their footing, do at Iaſt fall: Unthrifts that ſell all 
their Wood from off their Land to maintain vicious 
courſes, will ſell their Land ſhortly; ſo they that 
eaſily part with fome part of that Religion which the 

-Seripture hath eſtabliſht, are like enough ( if they 
be followed cloſe )to fall off fromthe reſt, O what 


a 


* +.» x56 


—_— — 


. ER FS © OE 1 


— 


T7. ,.— Ine” 


along journey have divers Chriſtians tiken from 
their Fathers houſe ! who (Ibelieve )never thought 
of their going o far at their firſt ſetting out. Some 
colour there 1s for Separation ; but then the Separa- 
tiſt turns Anabapriſt 5: ſome colour alſo there ma 

be for that (and but a colour) but then the Anabaptiſt 
turns Quaker; and 1s there any colour.forthat? 'for 


leaving Chriſts colours 4? O remember the Rule, Buy 4: 2.3; 


the truth arid ſell it note: Part not with any truth, 
leaſt you part with all z like Chriſtians that pick and 
chooſe ſome godly Miniſters at firſt, but contemne 
others, and ſhortly after ſhake off all. 

I ſhall here minde you of a double extremity into 
which they that are called Quakers are fallen, and fo 
haſten to a concluſion. | 

1. Conſider how near they come to Popery, though 
hoodwincked ( its like Jand toled into ut by a Jeſui- 
ticall ſpirit, which alſo (as this Pamphlet may prove) 


hath much invaded their writings. Their ſymboli- Mr. 7-5 


Zing and agreeing with Papiſts, 1s ſufficiently difco- g, 


vered by others, in the particulars z as the contempt ch.p x7. 


of Scripture; pleading for the fufficiency of the 
common light, or thelight of Nature, that is 1n jall 
men generally; leaving their callings as Monks and 
Hermites do, and fhaking off thoſe to whom they 
have relation, toſhift for themſelves; in their pre- 
tending to perfection,as tf they were without ſin, and 
toa fulfilling of all Gods commandements, eſpecial- 
ly in reſting asthey do upon an 1nherent righteouſ- 


. neſle, and inliſting ſtill upon things legall rather than 
Evangeticall. | Faithful 
It is obſervable(asthey ſay that have converſed much diſcovery 

with them) That there is no arention made in any of their ST Ons- - 


Papers we have yet ſeen, of eternal ſalvation from the fga, 1:. 
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The Oat wrath to come, or condemnation of hell by any atonement, 
of G'0-8* price, purchaſe, blood-ſacrifice of our mediator without 
cn Ch) #5, but of eternal ſalvation from the dominion of fin by 
of Briſto! Jeſs Chriſt, who is eternal life in ws. 
Jroun?%  Ofthis Inced to fay rhe lefle, to thoſe to whomI1 
24 witte, whoare by Oath informed of the actings and 
1654 acceptings of divers pezſons in Popiſh Orders, into 
| this deſign, and among this miſerable, miſled com- 
pany. | | 
Tts true { as one ſayes ) that Satan trans formes bims 
= ve TX felf, and theſe men cry out again;i Antichriſt, but what 
4. matteris it if a man cai/ himſelf Knave? its no ſlander - 
So for Satan to cry out againſt himſelf, is but a ſmall 
game for him to play inc-mpariſon of ſome other. 
2. Conſider further how near they come to Atheiſme ; 
for what 1s it lefle than an approach to Atheiſme, not 
They wbo gnly to forfake, but alſoto be bitterly diſaffefted to 
pamcied ard the Servants and Ordinances of 'efus Chriſt? For the 
with ch manifeſtation whereof, I ſhall yet again make uſe of 
aries ; his teſtimony,who being himſelf far gone in the Qua- 
may be @. KErs woful wayes, in the Northern parts, hath more 
wficdin fully than any other that I have read (and that in 
reacing 1, thankfulneſle to God for his deliverance from them ) 
'_ madea diſcovery of them. 
Firſt then, he demonſtrates theſe men to be led by 
a ſpirit of Antichriſt, from that ſpirit of enmity, bit- 
terneſſe and prejudice, which is conceived and 
brought forth jn their hearts towards ſuch of the fer- 
vants of God, as walke moſt ſtriftly and orderly in 
communion together ; and eſpecially fuch as are the 
Pillars of the truth in the Churches of Chriſt. Thzs 
T know to be true ( ſaith he ) by what T obſerved in my 
own experience, when Twas under thoſe Sataniſh-ange= 


lical-metamorphoſings ; beſide that, 1 have heard "= 
: ay 


' mot wholly taken off ſuch things, but they did finde their 


fteem alſo that the more the heart is brought off from the 
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ſay ſeveral times, their hearts were not drawn out towards 
the creatures of the world,that they were more tenderly af- vo'lds 
feited towards ſuch who were meerly Atheiſtical and pro- I 
phane creatures, then towards ſuch and ſuch Societies, 
Profeſſaons, Profeſſors; to wit, precious, honeſt- hear- 

red men, againſt whom they raile in their Letters to theme 

and yet pretend love. 

\ Secondly, for the Ordinances of God, 7 muſt need, $:« the 

be ( ſaith he ) the power of Antichriſt working through ſame Book, 
deceipt, that robbeth the ſoul of all thoſe former wayes ! "*7* 
and means wherein the Lord did work faith, knowledge 
and.enjoyments in the hearts of his children, &Cc. 

Thave heard them complain exceedingly that they were 


— 


hearts hanging upon old deſpenſations, wayes, diſcoves 
ries, all theſe things they ſay muſt be burnt up in then 
and deſtroyed, and becauſe there is ſo much of them re= 
maining, therefore they be under ſuch agonies. They e- 


meditation and conſtderation of Gods former dealing, 
and the more negligent it is become in reading, hearing, 
praying, or any ſuch heavenly ( and their own once) ex- 
erciſe, the more pure and perfe@ it is become, andif they 
could altogetber ceaſe from them, it would bo well with 
them. They think all a@ed formerly was the power of the 
firſt Adam; aud therefore being not of Chriſt it ought to 
be denyed, and thrown away as an abominable thing. 

Theſe things and much more you may finde in that 
Book called, The Worlds wonder, or the Quakers bla- 
zing Star,by Edmund Skip, Preacher of the Goſpel to 
the People at Bodenham in Herefordſhire. 

Now can you whom God hath kept from theſe 
horrible heights hear theſe things, and not ex- ' 
ccedingly bleſle God,by whole alone power you have 

| | C3 


been 
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.:been preferved? Or, can you that are fallen off thro- 
row your own inconfſtancy, facility and ſecurity, read 


.theſe things and not tremble tothink what the end 
will be of ſo dolefull and dangerous a backſliding? 
O think with your ſelves (each of you if I that have 
been guilty of ſo fad a departing were now a dying. 


Could-I ſay with a good and grounded Conſcience 


. and confidence, Come Lord Jeſur, come quickly 5 Into 
. thy hands, 1commend my ſoule, a ſoule that loves thy 


Word,thy Sacraments, thy 8abboths, thy Miniſters, thy 
Saints, far leſſe then it was wont to doe © Will not ſuch 
things bring thy hoare head with ſorrow to the grave? If 
everthe Lord be fo mercifull as to return fuch © as if 


they belong to him he will : ) O with what weeping 


| a Jer. FO, 4o 


and heart-{mart will they come to ſeek the Lord their 
God a? AndifGod donot this, what will become 
of their poor ſeduced ſoules? Leave this God once, 
leave this God fill, (whom if you do enjoy, you 
muſt enjoy in Ordinances, Job.22.21,22. P/al.65.4. ) 


and affureyour ſelves you ſhall never meet with ſuch 
_ aGodagain. The Lord make you to know it, and 


thereupon make all to know that he hath #wrzued your 


heart back again. 1 Kings 18.37. 
 Ahd this prayeris ( after 1 have been ſo long in this 


Hfth canfideration ) 


6. The laſt meanes I ſhall propound and way of 
revocation of revolted Chriſttans. O that they would 
come again to prayer and faſting ! that would caſt 
out all evils and Devils, Mark 9.29. . 

In concluſion, I ſhall advertiſe the Reader, that 
whereas I write more roundly in this Rejoynder,than 
[ uſe to do, and than I have ever done, (and wherein, 
ifinany thing, I have exceeded in the judgment of 
wiſe and godly men, I am ready to be agen 

tnat 
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- that manner of writting I have been drawn into, not 
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only becauſe the things are ſo groſle which this Op- 
ponent holds, and the ſpirit fo inſulting with which 
he holds them forth ( a tewptation which 1 have en- 
deavourcd to refilt )but more particularly for theſe 
reaſons, 

I. Becauſe the Apoſtle dire&s in ſome cafes * to , 
cutting rebukes, 77t.1.13. which I write with fear, nin / 
leaſt I ſhould take my ſelf, or incourage any other to © proter- 
take a liberty to walk in ſuch a way, wnleſle with a j,,;, 
deſire to.cure thoſe that are corrupt; or to deter o- genrdum ut 
thers that are ſuchs or to confirm thoſe the better 7/7.” 
that are not ſuch, &c. Yet (ſure Yall men are not to 16. cate, - 
be dealt-wikth alike, Jzde v.22.23. and with theſe men #” /s. 
both-wayes are tryed. I wiſh one or other may doe 
them good. : | 
. 2, BecauſeIdoubtnot but zeale and reſolution is 
required in pleading for the cauſe of God and againſt 
the irreligious and injurious uſage of hits word and 
ſervants,eſpeciall when it's covered with ſhews of rea- 
ſon and rehgion. | | | 

3. Becauſe it is not reaſonable that by a cold diſ-- 
courſe there ſhould be any: ſuſpicion that our con- 
ſciences accuſe us as this adverſary doth ; orthat we © 
doubt of the regularity: and: righteouſneſfle of one 
calling and carriage, which are here ſo much inveigh- 
ed againſt: which is the more-confiderable, becauſe 
ſuch men as he who hath: ſet himſelf a work in this 
Book, are apt to interpret a milde way of Refutation, 
aſecret convidion.and vertuall- concefitan, that the 
cauſe is ſuch, that we dare not boldly and ſtrenuoufly 


give witneſle to it. 
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4. That Chriſtians that feare God may not be a- 
buſed and deluded into doubts by the lofty and Thra- 
ſonicall Language of this, or any vaunting oppoſite : 
nor be induced tothink by a remiſle reply that there 


is ſomething of truth and honeſty 1jn that cauſe of his | 


which is carryed all along with ſo tranſcendent a 
confidence. | 

5. Noris this done without ſome reſpeCt to Solo 
2101's counfſell Prov.26.5. that one, that is of ſo great a 
ſpirit as this writer is (and yet in no wiſer a way) 
may not be altogether ſo highas otherwiſe he might 
be in his owne conceipt, or (if he will needs be ſo,yet) 
that it may be in his owne conceipt ozl/y. 

1 ſhould not have been thus long, but that I account 
the anſwering of one that declaimes (or exclaimes ra- 
ther their diſputes far leſs conſiderable than the com- 
municating of ſomething upon this occaſion,(which) 
(as God hath enabled )Ihave endeavoured to doe )for 
the information and conformation of humble, ſincere, 
and ordinance obſerving Chriſtians. | 

The Lord givea blefling to what I have written, 
that it may be to thoſe that are firme in their reſo- 
lutions for God (| as Joſua's ſtone ſometimes was chap. 
24.26,27, ) a ſealing-ſtone : to thoſe that are doubtfull 
a Touchſtone, yeelding ſome aſſiſtance for a right diſ- 
covery to thoſe that are fallen away a Load-ſtone, to 
draw their hearts (if God ſay ſo too) back againe - 
(1 Kizgs.18.37.) and tonone a Milſtone, by rejeCtin 
that in ſcorne which is offered unto them in love, pas 


' with a ſincere aime at their ſpiritual and eyerlaſting 
good, 


This 


*# 


PEE 
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The Epiſth. T 


| This ſhall till be the prayer of him-whoſe reall de= © 
fires are to be, | 


ta j Tour ſervant in his utmoſt 


Y)  May.21. 1656, capacity for the ſaftty of 


= your Soules, 


WILLIAM THOMAS, 


— 
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Jer.3.22. Return ye backſliding children, and I will 
heale your backſliding. 
Can any heart be ſo hard as not to Anſwer. 
| Do we come unto thee for thou art the Lord our 
God? 
I will go and return to my firſt husband, for it was bet- 
ter with me than then now, Hoſe2.7, 


» math, 
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To the Reader. 


Reader, 
Ty E pleaſed to underſtand that ſrncethe writing of this 
B Epiſtle, Tſindthatthere iz a [ober anſwer made to 
the angry Epiſtle of 'T.S._j.vy Reverend Bretheren 
the Minifters of Redding which 7 algybt not will give very 
good ſatisfaFion tothe under rewding and indifferent 
Reader ;; yet I ſhall not deſeſt from publiſhing my ſelfe 
what I intended before, but ſhall goe on in my purpoſe, 
both becauſe the Booke (the Epiſtle wherefore they have 
anſwered) is direFed to my ſelfe by name , and becauſe 
God hath in mercy ſo direFed mine and my Bretherens 
meditations, that we ſhall walk in ſomething a different 
way in one and the-ſame worke, and yet not onely without 
difference and diſagreement, but I hope with a miore full 
and cumulative aſſiſtance, to ſuch ſelfe-knowing and 
ſencere Chriſtians, as ſee they need, and deffre to profit by 
our labours, which we pray God to bleſſe unto theme for 
their greateſt good, 

T ſhall further advertiſe the Reader of two things. 

I. That my purpoſe at firſt was to anſwer at once the 
whole Booke of T. S. Andin order therennto 1 framed 
the precedent Epiſtle which refle®s more properly upon all 
of it then upon a part. But in regard of my many occaſions 
and inability of body for Suey, it will require ſome longer 

2 #11186 


—_—— 


The Epiſtle. 


© Hime to goe through the whole; yet 1 am ſo importunate= | 
Iy co#f upon by divers godly Perſons,ts whoſe ſpirits that 
FA e is extreawly difpleaſing, that Icaunot deferre the 
deing of ſomarbinig for forme preſent ſatisfation. I have 
ved therefere for this tive (0 pecderl caufbdering 
ab the pleading of ry own perſonall cauſe is of no con- 
eernment in regard "ow general intereſt of the Miniſtry) 
#0 «pp my ſelfe to his Epiſtle anely, but with a purpoſe 
(God aſſifting) to adjoyne my anſwer to the reſidue of the 
Booke, which T hope will be int a very ſhort time, 
. 2. Tdefire the Reader to obſerve that experience bath (o 
2mcb inforw'd me of the little likelihood of prevailing 
with hin that is become mine Adverfary (to whom my de- 
frres have been to doe good) that Ihave reſolved, and fore 
awerly declared, that I would not have further to doe with 
hi : and the truth is, that a ſpeciall end in this my an- 
ſwer, after my endeavonr io cleare the truth and ſervants 
of God, is the informing and confirnting of teachable 
Chriſtians. Thence it Fl thak I axe rore large 1 the open- 
ing 7 ieverat: places of Scripture, and thereupon alſo 7 
(pes (1207 in the ſecond, but.) in. the third Perſon to the 
Fritter, and dire my diſcourſe te the. readers, defpring 
od rhat thoſe. Providences that adde to the work of his 
os os may ade alſo te the ſpiritual welfare of 
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The Title of Thomas Speeds 
Book. 


_T.S. Chrifts Inmocency pleaded. 


W. T. FE ſpat oniy paraphvaſe and ſa paſſe his Title Page. 


C: 'Triſts Tynocency pleaded ; L that is, the Q15kers Innocency; 
4 or them ( towards theclolt of his Epitile )he calls| the 
innocent ] ani plea-1s all he can (not for hrift bug) for them. 
If he fay he pleads for hriftin pleading for then, 1 ſhall re- 
eurn only thisanſwer, that we very. vel know Chriſ'glnnacen=- 
cy,buvare far from knowing theirs. We ſee they do prove{ by 
their in. /\uftrious Seducements ) an/? have cauſe to. fear that 
they will further prove ( unleiiſe God re! rain them,or (which 
we deſire mo! ) convert them _) a mo!t nocent. and. poyling ® a cant 2.155. 
company. bitymen ſpeaking perverſe things, have ever pre- Co/,z,8, 
ſa:»ed to ſhelter themelves under the nawe of Chriſt, and 
Y ( that they might dr:w Diſeiples :fter them the better ) to 
entitle him to their deceiving doUrines, Matth. 24.23524- 
” 200, 11:13514s 
D 3 F. S:: 
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A Defence of the Miniſters of this Nation 


bLak.10,16 


T.S. Apainſt the cry of the Chief Prieſts. _ 
I.T. Thar is, againſt the preaching of the chief Minifters 


| of the Nation, whoſe duty it is to cry aloud againft finne, 


Tſa.51.1.and whoſeſcope and work it is, to Jen the cauſe 
of Chriſt againſt erroneous and Antichriftian men, Tit. 
I.9,10,11.. , 

T.S. By Thomas Speed, a Servant of that Feſus Chrit, who 
was at the yequeſt of the bloody crew of Chief Prieſts and Teachers 
crucified at Hierufalem. | 

WW. T. A Servant (as he faies himſelf ) of Je%us Chrift 


- and yet the ſervants of Jeſus Chrift cannot te quiet for him ; 


and it is of that Feſus Chriſt who was crucified at Hieruſalem, 
and yet as if that crucifying were not enough, this cruel man 


wakes him ſuffer ſtill in his faithful Miniſters, Þ by whom he 


neither was nor is crucified, but is evidextly ſet forth-and evex 
pifured in the preaching of ( and for ) Chriſt crucified accor- 
ding to the doarine of Scripture, Gal 3. 1. 

Now whether this profefling ſeryant look to be ſaved by 
Jeſus Chriſt cracified [ as on the Croſſe ]dying for our finne 
and then rifing again for our juſtification ; or | as in the 
heart ] were worth the knowing. If he look to be ſaved by 
Chriſt | as a7 within, and not as ſuffering without, 
he will not be found a good ſervant, becauſe not of his Ma- 


ſters minde. 


T.S. Match.23.27. Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſes by- 

rites: x | 

John 8.39,40. If ye were Abrahams Children, ye would do 
the works of Abrabam, but ye ſeek to kill me, ec. 


IW.T. Whether theſe Scriptures, by which he intimatgs 


the Miniſters of Fng/znd to be Hypocrites and Murderers, 
yes Murderer of Jeſus Chriſt, be rightly applied, or wretch- 
ely abuſed, let all indifferent readers judge. | 


T.'S. Seneca de vit. beat. Dueramus quid optime fatlum ſit 


non quid uſitatiſſimum et quid #0s in poſſeſſione felicitatis gter- 
ne conſtituat , non quid vulgo, veritatis peſſimo 7uterpreti pro- 


batum ſit. 
” W.T. 1I ſhallreturn him the ſaying of another Phyloſo- 


pher, that was full as wiſe as Seneca, 
Probabilia ſunt que probantur au: omnibus ant pluribus, aut certe 
ſapientibus 


in anſwer t0 a Quakers Charge. 


ſapientibus, atque iis vel omnibus vel plurimes, vel iis quorum fpe- 
ata ef & perſpetia ſapientia, Ariſtot Top. Lib. 10.cap. zo, 

On the contrary, he declares himſelf a Sophiſter and fal- 
lacious man, that regards not that Rule, but ex proprizs ſci- 
entie ſum ptionibus 0x veris quod vult effecit, ibid, 


Iproceed now to his Epiſtle, 


Nation,in Anſwer to an Epiſtle lately publifbed by EO 
THOMAS SPEED, - 


The Inſcription of the Epiſtle. 


F To all the Publick, Teachers in this Nation, who are by themſelves 
and the world, called Miniſters of the Gofpell. ] 


eng Eforc I po further, I ſhall obſerye in anſwer to 
Ste. this Inſcription, the'e four things. | 
1. That this Author thinks it not enough 
(I know not whether he ſcorne or no) to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone , and to oppoſe him- 
| ; ® ſelfagainſt wy poorſelf, whom he might with 
more eaſe, and leſfſe finne., have troden under foot; but his 
defigne is to diſgrace the.publick Teachers throughout the 
whol Nation,unto whom therefore he gives the odiousname of 
Chiet-Prieſts, ( which they never owned, and by which never 
any Saint, that we read, or know of, called them ) the tetter 
thereby to faſten upon them his monſtrous and fi&itious accu» 
ſations. | 
2. That he that prefixed this Title cannot but know , that 
| hir»ſelf hath heard, not only the world , but many Saints al- 
ſo. call the Teachers of this Land ty. the name of Miniſters , 
unlefſe he be core to that paſſe to think: that none are Saints 
but Quakers, and that he was none himſelf, till he was one 
of them. 
| 3- That the people of this Nation, and he among the reſt, 
whether they and he hear, or whether they will forbear, ſhall 
| ; know one day that there have been Prophets and Minifters 
among them Ezeck, 2.5. 
| 4 A fourth thing whichl obſerve, and offer to the Reader 
| to take notice of is this, that he that cafts all thar dire, that is 
in this foule Epiſtle upon publick Teachers, was lately a 
publick Teacher hiwſelf, though, not by the warld nor the: 
Saints, called a Miniſter, as having not (for that his car | 
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— _ A Defence of the Miniſters of this Nation 


makes to appear?) fo much love to the Min'ſtry, as to engage 
In it, nor ſo mich fear of it asto forbear without a due Call, 
or a true heart to it, to be tampering about it- he gave a Say to 
that calling, an! it might have been thought that he wo.ild 
have been a ft:r to have lea! others to Je'us Chriſt , but he 
he is proved a Comet, and is now not only fallen tothe earth, 
but ( which T am ſorry to ſpeak , but this Book will ſpeak it ) 
falls oul upon heaven, whieh1 cannot butp: efent as a very 
con.iderable warnin> to all others that take the boldnelle to 

be pu lick Teachers without any minde an 1 meaning to be | 
Miniſters of Chriſt in the wiy of Chriſt, leatGo ! not only 

give them over to teach erroneous things ( which they often 

do ) tut Teave them :t laſt to fall off from preaching then 

ſelves without a calling, to be bitter enemies to tho e that 
preach with 1 calling as this miſera' le man ceclares himſelf 
tobe; who notwithſtan !ing hath nothing to-efend himſelf 

fron the int ofhis own :wor i-li:e wors,but onlythis, that 

heis no Miniter, 3n ! mak ng us none neithe ,the c3ſe is a- 

like, and ſoall fals on him:el- in reference to the ti-ne wherein 

he was a public: Teacher, an1 no better ( ſure ) than other 

nes ry Teachers, whom in this Satyr he ſo much enveighs 


The Epiſtle. 


_T:S. $:rs,the night i; far fent,the day is at hand,and bleſſed, yea, 
bleſſed from the Lord are all the) w''0 are found walking not as 
children of the night. but of the day. The bour i coming,and now is, 
that all cverings ſhall be remov. dand the vails fluck't frum off all 
faces, and. lamentaticn and woe will b- to all them who are fuund 
Covered, but not with the cou-ring of my Spirit, ſaith the Lord Gd. 
Awake therefore O ye Shepherds, awake, awake, ſtand ap, IS 
ſerwuſly conſeder of and prove your coverinys ; make diligent inqui- 
ſition and ſearch whether ye are covered with power or profeſſion, 
with the ſubſtance or with the Forme &c. 
® But why You do allpretend your ſelves ſervants to the Sou of God, and 
ker he to be Miniſters by him called forth to preach the eve: laſting Gofpel, 
may truly from the bottome of my beart do I wiſh,that I tre at le truly to ſay 
ſayofſs of every individual of you , * that you are found walking worthy of 
many af us? fuch. 


— 


_ 


cy—_— 


in anſwer to « Duakers Charge. \ 


ſuch a Maſter, andbringing forth fruit worthy of thathigh and holy 
calling, with which you pretend your ſ:lves cailed, Tſball not under- 
take raſbly to judge you,or accuſe you unto the world; let your fruits 
demonſtrate what Trees you are, and let your works judge you. 
'W.T. The Minifters of this Nation are not unwilling-to be 
awakened to the ſerious conſideration of any thing wherein 
they are truly concerned, nor are we deaf at, but yer we won : 
der at thoſe falſe witneſſes that in theſe dayes riſe up againſ 
us, and lay toour charge things that ſo many of us know not 
of, Pſal.35.11. Among whom the Author of this Epiſtle will 


needs appear to all the world, and that as an eminent under*+ 


taker ; one would hardly think that one that is o much a r Tim. 3.6; 


Novice , ſhould fo far,liftup himſelf ( but that Novices will 
do ſo ) as tofit in judgment upon, call to the Bar, inite and 
prefare for the higheſt condemnation, not. only the publique 
Teachers of this Nation, (to all whom he writes) but (which 
he may do upon the ſame falſe account ) of all the Reformed 
Churches, yea; of the Churches of Chriſt generally fince the 
Apoſtles times, as if Chrift had forſaken his Church for fo 


many Ages, With which he hath promi'ed to he preſent in, .8 
the Miniſtry to the end ofthe world a; Strange it is that a man ; 9,20. 


pretending to piety ſhould put himſelF into ſuch an office, if 
the adverſaries of a rightReligion,that ay asthe King of Syria, 
fight neither with ſmall nor great, ſve only with thoſe wham 
they call Miniſters, ſeek for aProftor to. plead their cauſe 
throughly , may not they finde one here ? unto whom it be- 
longs feriouſly to conſider (and I heartily wiſh he would think 
upon tt. before it be too late ) how near he comes to that Ter- 
tullus that lov'd to call Paul a perlient fellow, and how that 
will ſpeed when he comes to be tried by that word, be that 
deſpiſeth you , deſpiſeth me ;, if ſuch Scriptures be nothingto 
him,but he will needs think he doth God ſervice, when he 
will caſt all reproach up. n his ſe: vants , therein lies his dan- 
ger. which 1 ſpeak the rather for their ſakes, that are of the 
ſane way and ſpirit with him, who, if the Teachers of the. 
Nation be foun-i atthe laſt day the Lords Minifers. and Am- 
baſſadors( as the conſcienc s of ſome of them cannot chuſe 
but acknowledge they will, if the work of the Word be not 
clean blotted out of their hearts) en may they colle& what 
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4 A Defence of the Miniſters of this Nation 
a fearful reckoning there doth ( without repentance ) remain 
for them from thoſe direfull things that befel the Ammonites 
ſtate upon their baſe uſage of David's meſſengers b. 
Yet had the Ammonitesa pretence for it, and made as if 


bz Sam, 10, 


0.6 12.31 ids (ervaiits had come to ſearch the Ciry,to ſpy it out & ta 


1 POM overthrowit c, nor did Tertullus want a colour for that which 
*3 he pretended as Paul's black chratter ; for he doth not fay of 
Paul,he is reported to be, but we have found him to be a peſti- 
lent fellow ; juſt asthis man fates, let your fruits demonſtrate 
whit Trees youare; let your works judge you, and ſo Tere 
tullus; this Paul is a peftient fellow, let his works judge him, 
forhe is a mover of ſedition among all the Jewes throughour 
the world : Here is a great proof; if Teftullus -had not been a 
great lyar. | JE | 
Howbeit I do not deny but that if he ſpeak of particular 
men, there may be divers or many among the publick Tea« 
chers of this Nation juſtly blamed ,. ( though. few in. that 
Height in Which he ſets then forth ) whom neither wy {elf nor 
any godly Miniſter will plead for, but mourn for; but what is 
his tof all]the publick Teaches of this Nation? Yea, how is 
"5 this to any purpoſe at all ? Since there wasnever any Natio- 
nal Soctery of Miniſters wherein there was not an. obſervable 
edefypr. pany? If that be a ſufficiene reaſon to condenme | 
HEWMiniffery, becanfe there is nota walking worthy of that 
Ning tht 2954 Kmdy or Miniſter, then no ſociety of men 
Be uricondemned, becauſe unworthy perſons are ftifl mix- 
ed, atid ( orAinarily )'the moſt. 

"T: $; [Thu pretend the Scripture to be your rule; come there- 
fore, let us plainly reaſon together , and ſee if your own rul2 will 
condenine you or abſolue ow. ] - 

W.T. We own the Scripture for a Rule thongh this Writer 
doth not; and are willing ( as in duty we are bound ) to ke 
tryed by it; but While we acknowledge the Rule and the Law, 
we deny the FaR,ani the things that are here alledged againſt 

8 Jer 27; BY in that peiicrallity whereinhe alledgeth them: We ſay (as 

Ma. 379 Feremy d ) its falſe : And asPaz!, Neither he nor his Part- 

e && 24, NEFs cani prove the things whereof they accuſe us e. 

33, F. S. [| The Spirit ofthe Lord by the mouth of the Prophet Mi- 
eah Tu. 3.11, arcozunted it among the abominations of the ys 

an 


in Anſwer to « Quakers Charge. 5 
and Prophets of thoſe dayes,that they taupht for bire and did divine 
for mmey ; arid as an ageruvation of this their wickedneſſe, be Fig 
ther teſtifies, that th:y even prepared war againſt him that refufed 
to put into their mouths v. 5 Let theſe Scriptures be your inditee 
ment before the Fudge of all the Eaith; And to the light of Feſus 
Chriſt in every one of your Conſciences do appeal, whither you are 
able to pleaito it not guilty, and if guilty, bow then can you eſcape 
the (ame ſentence and condemnation that fell on thoſe Prieſts and 
Prophets, who were found int the ſame tranſgreſſions. | 
W.T. TothisI anſwer. | | 
1. If the taking a maintenance for our Labour in Preach- 
ing be Preaching for hire, then we acknowledg we Preach foc 
Hire : But that ſuch a conftru&ion is a vain ſurmiſe, is evi- 
dent by Scripture that ſaies, The Labourer is worthy of bis hire, 
Like 10:7. Weprofeſſe we take that which Chrift ſaich we 
are worthy to have; but if he anderftand by preaching for 
hire, that we exerciſe and orderour preaching for the getting 
of money and maintenance, there are enough of us that 
( throngh Gods mercy ) know that to be a meer ſlander, as 
the other al(o is, of preparing war for thoſe that put not 
Into our mouthes. If this man made conſcience of applying 
Scripture , he would otherwife apply it, and ufe more caution, 
that there might be lefſe calamny. _ 
2. Nor are we afraid to hear of an appeal to our conſci- 
ences : For though we do not know fo little of our Rule, or 
. of our felves as to pretend to perfe&ion, { as Quakers do 
but finde many things amifſe , for which we humble our ſelves 
before the Lord, yet, in reference to tho'e grofſe things 
whereof he ſpeaks, our hearts ſhall not reproach us ſo long as 
we ltve, Fob 27 6. | 
3. We will not ſecure our ſelves only within this brazen 
wall of an accafing conſcience, tut freely offer our felves (in 
this and in the things following ) to the tryal and teſtimony 
of the people of God among whom we have lived : Let them 
fay whither they have found ſuch evils in us as are objeted 
againſt vs, while we have walked in and out before them f. fA@,2 40 
4. We ſhall willingly and cheerfully joyn ifſne in refering 
onr cauſe to the gre:t Gol that knows perfeAly our hearts 
ſ and wayes, and before who we douts not to ſtand in the 
A3 judgment 
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Judgment through Tefus Chiitt at the lait and great day. If 
our ſentence ſhould core orth fron Quakers, we might very 
well and very much fear; but Lord, let our ſentence come forth 
from thy prelence g. 
5, 1 wonder it ſhould never cowe into the heart of this 
g Pla 77-2, ian that bath ſo many [| If*s ] If guilty, If ſo &c. to think what 
ifit be not 10? What if they be not guilty? Shall not they that 
Fe wronged have reparations ? Will God take it well to have 
his ſervants ſlandered , or ſhall they goe ſcot-free, that make 
it their trade to traduce them ? 
T. 8. | Fejus Chriſt, the true andgreat Prophet of his people, de- 
ouncet h the woe again't the Teachers in bis dayes, for that they did 
their works to be ſeen of men, ſtauging praying in the Synagogues 
| and the corners of the ſtreets, a&alſo becauſe they loved the upper- 
| moſt roomes at Feaſts, and the chief ſeats in the Synagspues, aud 
1'| greetings in the markets, aud tobe called of men Rabbi, Rabbi; 
33 view your ſelves in this glaſſe alſo, and let the light of Chrift in 
1/38 all your conſciences judge whether theſe ſpots are not manifeſtly 
=. to be ſeen in your garments ; and if. ſe, who cay abſolve you from 
Fl beeing ſharers in their woe, who are found partakers with them in 
lt their evil woaks. ] | 
| IF. T. Let the Reader obſerve that Chriſt condemneth not _ 
| x. Stauding in prayer ( whereof there be divers examples in 
$i8 Scripture Nehem. 9.4,5,6. Luke 18.13. And whereof Chriſt 
| | h A&s. r5, himſelf ſaith , when you [ſtand praying Merk 11.25.) 2. Nor 
: 


it 23. we find Praying, in the corners of the (treets, ( though this man of this 
3's greeting m company know we do not ſo ) (for wiſdome cries(and may 
Sie fed = to cry God)in ſuch chief places of concourſe Pro 1.20,21.)3z.Nor 

{+ | Fon F y taking the uppermoſt reomes and ſeats, as if it were a ſin to take 

Ridl &- AAQs ix, them, for ſome body muſt needs have them. Nor 4. greetings 
| | 19. I Pet, in the markets and meetings (-which humanity requires, and 
43:8 5-14. Scripivre favours h )5. Nor teing called Rabbi * elſe tis like 
j * F124 Chriſt would not have taken that name Fohs 1.38. Mark 1 4. 
{| entoeg 45. Onthe contrary, it is evident by the text, that the thing 
kers Qia Which our Saviour Elames, is, praying in places where we way 
: kers Cari- le ſeen" to be ſeen | as Mat. 6.1. Tobe ſeen of men, thatis, in a 
F chiſme ,p. vain-glorious way 3 and the loving | ( for ſo he ſpeaks) and 
EF | 1: , , | wilng\and | affefting ] of higher places and Titles. To 
T#y VM” hat purpo'e then is this place brought, but only thar this 

uncharital-le 
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in an/wer to a Quakers charge. &; 


uncharitable cre: ture ( who hath no knowle-ig of our hearts Mark 12. 
and ends ) takes it for granted, that when we ſtand in a Pulpit hs —_ 
for the peoples edification , we do 1t for our own praiſe; $0 17 
and that becauſe we [| tak; ] therefore we love | thoſe a lit- Gen,34.19 
tle higher places an1 titles which civ:1 ty caſts upon us. vide Beram 
This is ſo ſenſeleſſe an allegation an4 imp. tation, that in locum 
one would not take notice of it, but that theQ«:akers general- ©. -==ngl 
ly bring it, an! Chriſti :ns may uncerftanJ the rext better by 775, 
g'ving ſome explanation of it. cupidirate 
T. S. | The Seriptur: witneſſeth that the ſheep and the ſheez= copjunRa. 
beards of Jeſus Chrit w re uot of the world, becauje by him choſen 
out of th: world, and therefore by th: w rid were they huted, 
perſecuted, impriſoned, ſtoned, beaten in their Synagopues, 
dragg'd before Rulers and Magiſtrates for his name ſakz, caſt out 
as the ſweepings and offs icour:1g of al! thiuzs Stand to the Bar, O 
. you Shepheards before the righteous Judge that cannot be bribed,and 
in the preſence of him that ſearcheth th heart and tryeth the reins 
"of all m-n: Give true anſwer to what [ ſhall demand of you. Are 
you by t-e w:rld hated, or are.you hiters of others? Are yu per- 
ſecuted or Perſecutors? Are you impriſoned for Truths ſaie , or are 
you impriſoners of others ? &c. | 
'. T. TothisI anſwer, 1. That weare h:ted an1 perſe- 
cuted in the height ( with H/mael's perſecution*® yea) and __ 
ma *e the off ſcouring of all things in the Q :akers Bookes, Gard 29. 
and in th's o his more e Þecially, an1 more ſtudioully, more eps co 
virulently an | more generally than in many( or for ought © *** 
EF know in ny ) other. 2. He ſhall anſwer himſelf in the next 
Page but one of his Epiſtle ; . where he ſaith, that the Biſbups 
did in therr dayes impriſ0n, and evil in'r at many of us, Why oth 
he ay, are yo!t Impriſone], when he himſelf tells wus we 
have een impriſone 1? If he mean that we are not np im- 
priſoned, neither were the Shepheirds of Chriſt t1] impri- 
fone | As 9 31. Beities this, how many were toifed and 
troubled in the High-comn.ifion- court , by wicked wen in 
an | about their own places ? 
Fo So [ Fe uever real thit Paul or any of the Miniſters of 
Chrit, in Scripture, did jo much as claime a maintenance from thoſe 
without , much I-ſſe did they Commence ſuites at Law againſt the 
world or the Saints for the tenth of all their Labours. Are you the 
Mzſengers 
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* See this of Chrit?- Andi the Scripture your rule? How ts it then that you 


Hare nt per toprexch, hiving not fir} made firme Indentures * 


- ahfwired f@ ytur livelihood” Or why is it that you fill the Courts of Jutice 


& the 7;Ar- with your ations againſtthoſe thit refuſe topay you the tenth of all 
vicle'of bis their encreaſe ? Nay, by what rule do you exact it of thoſe that never 
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Gal.s, 6o , 
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bear you, nr cn you for their Paſtors? ] 

 W.T. Weread that Paul faith and proves that he might 

claime of waintenance of right; if he forbore iti fa C for 

reaſons referring to thoſe times ) doth that hin Jer the righte- 

ouſneſſe of the claim in theſe dayes ,. which was righteous in 

tho'e? | | 

_ ** As for commencing Suits at Law, 1. I enquire what are 
Courts of Juſtice made for, if labouring men may not come 
thither to ſeek for their hire which is unjuſtly deteined from 
them? 2. Charity hath two eyes and cares, malignity bur 
one; el could henot ſee or hear of 6 many Miniſters that 
never went to Law inall their lives, whereof ( becauſe this 
man puts a force upon modeſty ) I muſt affirme my ſelf to te 
one , who have continued in a place ( but wean for mainte- 
nance ) now theſe 39g. years and never called any to any 
Court for Tithes oreny thing elſe; yet others may take an- 
other courſe ( or my ſelt if there be further occaſion ) and pa- 
tiently ſeek their right by Law, when they cannot have it 0- 
therwiſe, without any juſt blame. . 3. Whereas he demands by 
what rule do you ex1& the tenth of thoſe that never hear you , 
nor own you for their Paſtors? I anſwer, 1. 1f Paſtors be faith- 
fol, by whatrule do they difown them and wicharaw them- 
ſelves from them ? Muſt a Miniſter that deſires and endeavours 
to do good, looſe and be deprived of the members of his 
Church and the maintenance of his place both at once? 
2. I ſtallnot deny but things may ſo ſtand, that a man li- 
ving in one place may have reaſon tobe an hearer in another, 
bur. I am ſire that he can have no ieaſon tobe unjuſt, that is, 
to withhold that maintenance which by law ;znd right is due 
to, as being affixt unto, the place where he lives, though he be 
in ſore account of his own, an hearer el.e where; eſpecially 
confi ering that no humane law tindes him to pay where he 
is an hearer , but only in that place where he is an Inhabi- 

tant, o that what he lays out in one placehe ſaves in __ 
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in anſwer to a Quakers Charge. 


T. S. | Moreover the Scripture menifeſtly declareth againſt al} 
the works of the fleſh, ſuch as are drunkeuneſſe, ſwearing, hypo- 
criſie, coveteouſneſſe &c. andare your hands all clean from this 
filth? Are not a great part of you found wallowing in this common 
mire? 

W. T. Our Saviour ſaithof his own company, you ere not 
all clean John 13.11. And if there were one'bad among ſe 
few , no marvail if there he many bad among ſo many, 
whos yet there is no purpoſe to defeng,but a courſe taken te 
caſt out. | 

T.S.f And among thoſe of you that bave eſcaped that openpolluti- 
612 of drunkenes with wine, are you not yet intoxicated with wrath &» 
rage apainſt the innocent? Let me ak you further.(and let your anger 
be turned into @ ſerious conſideration of what I ſhall ſay ) is there 

ſcarce a Priſon this day inthe Nation in which ſome ſervant of the 
living God or other is not priſoner to your inſatiable fury ? Doth not 
Feſus Chriſt as truly lye hound in many naſty holes and dungeons 
en England bv your inſtigation and procurement , as he didby the 

Procurement of Saul in Damaſcus? If any/poor Jeremiah come 
from the Lord to b-ar teſtimony againſt all your abominations,zs there 
wenting a lordly Paſhur among you who ( in caſe the Mapiſtrate be 
ſo boneſt as to refule ) will not with his own hands-put his feet in the 
flocks ? Now then to your Rule &c. | | 

W.T- 1. Herehe makes wany Queſtions wherein he muſt 
anſyer himſelf. I neither know nor believe any ſuch thing 
as his incerrogations import : In particular I doubt not but 
Miniſters are asfar from being Paſhurs and putting mens feet 
in the ſtocks, as Quakers are from being Feremiabs and thatis 
far enough. | 

2. If gnruly perſons be impriſoned, do Miniſters put them 
In priſon or Magiſtrates ? If Magiftratesghave they not autho- 
Tity and order ro do it from the civil Power? Why then doth he 
not blame and cry out upon the ſupreme Power,becauſe it wilt 
not ſuffer the publick-{ervice of God to ke every where diſ- 

 rurbed by the fottiſh meſſages of del.1d2d foules, tending to 
' the hinderance of the delivery of Go is meTige and the abuling 
| of his meſſengers? Muſt the. blare be laid on Minifters be- 
cauie men and poor mifled women ſuffer as malefattors , 
that is, for breach of civil Le, diſturbers of the pub'ick 
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k 1n a ſober 
Anſwer 

t0 this an- 
gry Epiſile, 


Þ. 10,LT, 
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peace and tumultuating in ſolemne religious meetings ? 

'Whac tollowes after , is by others already anſwere1 k, 
- T. S. [Asit was of old ſoit is now, there being, no new thing 
under the Sun; the ſeed of the bond-woman perſecuteth the ſeed of 
free-waman ; the forme fighteth againſt the power ; and the letter 
againſt th: life. The profeſſing religious Fewes cried out againſt the 
Apoftl s and Saints in thoſe daies, Help O Czſar, belp men of 
Tjra-l , for th-re are a SefF of men called Chriſtians riſen up, who 
turne the wo 1d up ſid? down; The late Biſhops, they cried out, 
Heip 0 King, again(t this faftious generation of Puritans, who. will 
not -ave us to raign over them; own us, and guard us with thy 
ſword, fer if rhou ſuffer us to fail , this willbe the conſequence, 
no Biſhop. 10. K-ug Thoſe calied Persbiters, they alſo invokgted 
the Powers lat in being , crying out , help O Parliament , belpe 
againſt theſe 'c himatical independents and Anabaptiſts , who begin 
fo refuſe ſubjeF1on to thr ſ- voaks we would lay upon them, as we 
did to thoſe laid by the Biſhops upon our necks. But now ſo it is at 
this day, that all the Teackers of all ſes and fattions ( like as the 
Phariſes and Sadduces againſt Chrift)ds with one l:þ cry out and ſay, 
help O Protefor, help O Mayiſtrates, help, for there 15 ow a ſtrange 
Generation of men riſen up, that the Earth isnot able to bear ; ſuch 
as rike at our very root, aud if we fall, this will be the conſe- 
quence ( if vou dare to believe us ) ne Miniſter, na Magiſtrate ]. 

I T. Toall this l an{wer,, | 

x. Th t itis very ill ( where it way be juflly charged as 
here it is unjuſtly ) thit the forme of Religion ſho 1d fight 
againſt the power. and the letter be abuſed againſt the life of 
the word. But tis anevil as bad as that,or much worſe, when a 
ones power of piety fights againſt the forme-of ſound 

oArines, or any of thoſe formes which Chrift hath ap- 


{Heb.s 10 pointed in the'e times of reformation; or when an inward 


m Heb. 4, 
Sg 
20 


light and lite is life up, to diſparage that Word of God which 
isnot a dead letter , but quick and powerful , and ſharper 

than a. two edyed ſword. | | 
2. For his H-lp O Ceſar &c. Jif you take out the fancy 
that is in it ( which its like wuch pleaſed the Framer), it 
comes ( in regard of the two former paſſages in ic) to this 
ſenſe, (if it be ſenſe ) you muſt not call upon the Magiſtrate 
£0 puniſh thoſe that, deſerve It , becauſe ſowtimes the = 
giftrate 
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in anſwerto a Dnakers Charge. © 
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ſtrate is called upon to puniſh thoſe that deſerve it not : 


\becauſe the. Elders and Nobles of Nabeths City , were ſome- 13314,15- 
times called upon to put Naboth to death upon an unjuſt ac- 
cuſation of blaſphemy 0. Is not this a good Argument, you 
ought not to call upon the Magiſtrate to to trouble a true o 1 Kings | 
man, therefore you may not proſecate the Law to hang a **«$:9,1% 
Thief and a Murderer ? 
3- Itstrue, that the Parliament was called upon by Preſ= ,, 
biters, for the ſettling of a Government according to. the 
£7 Word of God, and the example of the beſt Reformed 
| Churches, wherein they held ( and held forth ) a brotherly 
| compliance with Independants, even unto the utmoſt of that 
which their principles , built ( as far as they could apprehend) 
on Scripture, would give way unto, with ſufficient decla- 
_ ration alſo of due reſpe&unto and willingneſſe to cloſe with, 
others that were godly though of diffenting principles and 
perſwafions. They intended no yoke but the yoke of Chriſt, 
and were not ( as ſome have been formerly ) friends to ſoule- 
annoying reſtraints, but only enemies to ſoule-deſtroying 
Liberties. 
4- It way be ſomthing wondered at that he ſhould acknow- 4. 
ledg, That Teachers of all Sefts and FaQions cry out for help 
againſt his Se& : Doth not this ſhewthem to. be like 1hmael ? 
Not only becauſe of their perſecution of others with bitter | 
words p , bur alſo of others diſ affe&ion to them , their hand Þ Gal. 4o 
being againſt every man, andevery mans hand againſt them g, @ Gent 
Ido notfay, bad mens only, but good mensalſo, unlefle there is, * * 
be no Teachers good in the Nation beſides Quakers; now,how 
fd is the condition of theſe men, whom fo many wiſe and 
[> godly men can ſee no cauſe to approveand favour? 
5 he 5. What he faith in jeſt, No Minifter, no Magiſtrate, will be <5. 
found a truth in good earneſt; for they that contemne Gods "PW 
expreſſe ordinance in the former r, will ( forthe ſamereaſon ) * Ss wt 
undermine it inthe latter , to wit, thit an open way may * 
be made for what they like, and what they like, yea, Magi- 
ſtrates are in ſo much more danger than Miniſters , becauſe 
ſuch men are more hindered intheir purpoſes by their greater 
ter. power, and may gain more ( ifthey can accompliſh their 
B 2 | pur- 


man muſt not call upon Moſes to put a blaſphemer todeath, n Levir. 24, 
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12. A Defence of the Miniſters of this Nation | 
. - purpoſes) by their ſubverſion.  Hereih 1:te experience will 
ive ſome light, by which it b th teen obſerve4. that they 
that had an evileye upon the Miniſtry ( an | be'ng not con- 
rent with Reformation thereof meditated ruine ) were alſo 
poſſeſſed with principles le ding to the overthrow of the Fun- 
damental [ awes, and of Magiſtracy The affeFing of a fiſt 
Monarchy hath an evil aſpe& upon whatſoever is reckoned a 
kranch of the fourth. / | | 
T.S. f Horrible bl a(phemers they are: grand Heriticks; and 
notorions blaſphemers , and that you ma) knowe we ds charge them 
tobe ſuch on as jut grounds as our brethren the Scribes and Phari- 
a If we ſes charged Chriſt ay we defire you to ſcan over this enſuing lit of 
ar rs og their mox/iruons blaſphemi's ] | 
ors ſme PM © a generals being paſſed over, we muſt now come 
like the tothe particular charve, which this accuſer hath drawn up, 
Scribes and in jeſt, againſt himſelf and his afſoſiates , in earneſt, againſt 
Phariſes 45 the publick Teachers of the Nation: 1 cannot but exreawly 
wi _—_ loath the ſpirit with which it is written -and exceedingl 
whe chris, blawe the writer ; and yet it grieves me whenſoever I thin 
we ſhoutd OFirC and that is very often ) that one formerly repute1 to 
wot ſuffer be religious, ſhould ſo far forget Religion., and ſhew © lit- 
anuch, f or tlefearof God asto ftrain his wit ( which God hath given 
—- 5 12 * him for a better purpoſe) to frawe ſach a play Bookas this is, 
like. wade up of Fifteen fancies thereby to moc and blaſpheme 
| Gods Meſſengers [: As concerning which he muſt be told in 
fx Per,4.4, the firſt place, that perſons criminous would think them- 
racer felves in very good caſe, if they might but draw up their owit 
wolyTs5 charges, and make ſuch a lift againſt themſelves, as themſelves 
liſt, Yet ſtall the ſeveral Articles of this his charge, be conſi- 
dered as they proceed from himſelf, that fits down Clet all 
men judge whether it benot)) in the ſeat of the ſcornſul , and 
thus gives thew forth, ; 
T. S. [ Firſt, they blaſhheme and ſay, that Chriſt is the light of 
the world, and hath enlightened every man that cometh into the 
world,and that be that followes that light ſpall not walkin darkne(s, 
but (ball bave the light of life , which light is ſufficient to teach them 
«nd guide them untothe Father, &c. ] 
IV. T, Here are two Scriptures joyned together with more 
Cabrilty than ſoundneſſe, and upon a defigne rather than rea- 
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fon ; for though. there te a fimilitude in words, yt the 
words import different things and are ſpoken upon a diffe- ,;,/entiam 
rent account ; for which purpo'e 1 ſhall take it for granted, que cum ipſo- 
that the firſt Scripture, to wit, Fohn 1.9. ſpeaks of Chriſts 9470 cepit, 
enlight« ing the world as God before his coming in the fleſh, or uy Nempe 
at lea as well before his coming as after, which will 1 ſup So -» "i 
pO e appear clearly two W::ies. 1. Bec:uſe the purpoſe of = Johannes, 
the Evaneeclift in the former part of that chapter, is to ſer aut 1pſermer in 
forth © hrii's Divinity, which he 9oth both by reaſon and 72474#m” veni- 
the tefimouy of 7ohr, Bavtit.- 2. Becauſeit is not {:id that = en 
k 5 alvin 72 Mar, 
[ Fe ]the true light, but that [ wes | | If any i2Y, that en- 23.37. Neque 
lig'tning work is {till carried on, I fhall not deny it, but h:c aſſeruquid 
that will amount tono more but this, thit the thing intend- /#ce1e meeperit 
ed there, isto advance Chriſt in the eminent work of en- © 4% 
Iighening the world in the generallity, and to ſhew that pn o__ 4 
Chriſt is the fountain of light to all generations & ſucceſſions + yr; per nati- 
of men. Now I conceive that it may with good reaſon be vitatem ex 1 
made ont . th.:t the lighting intended there is moſt properly ter9 matris, as 
with the /ight of nature , and that 1. Becauſe of the latitude JÞÞ 29-37- ©: 
ofthe ſubjeRs enlightned, to wit, every man th-t cometh into ox aol 
| the world, that is, that is born into the world *. 2. Be- Carwfiphe 
| cauſe it doth not appear, that the light of Gods Word and the Piſcator. Pola! 
knowledge of Chrift, hath been, or is, communicated to all nus Syntagme 
the world Univerſally, much lefſe to every one bern into the £:,* ©75: £a- 


world Individually , but rather the contrary, P/al.147.19, 


p. 233. ct 10- 


20. As I4.16. with Deut 18.14.  Afts 16.6. Divers there quutio in ſeri" 


fore underſtand this of the light of nature*, and they that ptwris »ftata 
underſtand it otherwiſe, yet no way favour that which the {#4 Pe9tri-. 
Quakers would deduce from it; for they limit the words baere grape 
thus, Chriſt lighteth every man that comes into the world, that —— «bs; in 
Is, every man that is cnlightned, he enlightneth him : And onnibusron fi 
again thus , every man that cometh into the world, that is, both 41,7 Plal.145: 
Jewes and Gentiles, in which ſenſe the world is taken, 1 John 74: Omnes Ca- 


l ; dentes bicet in 
2.3. And yctagain, every man that comes into the world, that 1apſibus ſuis 


3s, that comes intothe Church, or into the world cofleted mui mancst.. 


into a Church ( as world is taken Mat- 13.38. )though nor by | 
ſaving illumination, yet by ſaving revelation, that is, by that *4d therefore 
Golpch-revelationthat is & to fave them *, thougly divers 7 rated /22e 0 
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receiving the revelation, do(through their ewn fault ) looſe 
the ſalvation, So that which way ſocver the words be taken, 
the ſenſethat the Quakers faſten upon them will fall. For, 
underſtand the text ofnaturall light, and then [ 0 men |] hath 
enough to ſave him; underſtand it of ſpiritual and ſaving 
light and then [ every man ] hath not enough to ſave him Mar. 
13.11. Fohn 17.25. I ball leave this text( worthy of the 
vr. Bax. View ofthe worthicſt men ) tothelr better confideration, ob- 
"© hath ſerving only what ſufficeth to the preſent purpoſe, which is, 
anſwcred that the lightning there ſpoken of, doth at leaft include ( and 
them well that fignally ) the light of Nature ; the other light (1 mean 
as arg: the light of the Word ) being not communicated to any( in 
{ai '  anyobſervable generallity ) before the coming of Chriſt , but 
All that only to the Jewes, who were the only people of God, and 
comeinto whoſe priviledge it was to have the Oracles of God commu- 
the world yicated and committed to them. Rom.3.2. Which I note for 
of wats Ue this purpoſe, to ſhew, that this Scripture cannot be rightly ur- 
ghtncth - . - . 
with the gedto conclude, that there is a light in every man reaching 
light of na- unto Chriſt and unto ſalvation. | 
zwre, and  'Butthe other ſcripture,to wit, Fobn $.12. is of another con- 
am fideration, as being delivered by Chriſt as God manifeſted in 
3nto the b<ficſh; and appearing in the workd in perſon and in Goſpel- 
world of Preaching; and ſo it dire&ly intends his enlightening of the 
grace,he en- World, that is both Jews and Gentiles (for he doth not fay, as 
lightueth fn the other place, I ain the light of every one that comes into the 
tris = world) with the ſaving knowledge of the Golpel, and concer- 
” 9 1*- ning this irs truc, that whoſoever follows Chriſt enlightening 
revelatiox TEM by his voice (which ſome doe through grace,many do not, 
The Qua and none can withont it) ſhall not walk in darkneſſc,but have 
kers Cace- the light of eternall life, Fobn 10.27,28. 
shilmep7. Now here lies the deceipt, that both ſcriptures are confu- 
{edly clapt together, when the firſt ſpeaks(ifnot of the light of 
Nature onely ; yet) of that in a great part,and the latter ſpeaks 
onely of Goſpel-light ; particularly it lies in applying that ef- 
fe to this light ſpoken off in both places(as if every one that 
comes into this world had a light to lead him to heaven) with 
belongs properly to the light ſpoken of in the latter place 
And yet the light ſpoken of in the latter place is not ſaving by 
the aſeof our own Freeewill , but by the grace of God, 
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in Anſwer to a Quakers Charge. 15 
I ſhall now apply my felf ro my Opponent, with whom my Sobir 42- 
Brethren have dealt providently in Querying him out of his/ nes en. 
farting hols, that ſo there may be a fair fight in the open held. 3- 
Were his weaning fair and hone:*, and he intended no more 
when he ſaith, he that tolloweth that Jight ; but that he that 
follows Chrift the great ligi-t of the worl ?!, as he direFeth by 
his Word & Spirit ſhould have the light of lite ; or that Chritt 
Je'us the light were ſufficient to teach and guide tothe Fa- 
ther. I fay, if he meant thus, we ſhould not gainſay him, and 
the Charge in ſuch a ſenſe is his own,not ours: But if his meg» 
nin2 be thatChriſt puts a ſufficient light within every man that 
comes into the world to guide him unto the Father and unto 
life, 1 ceny that to betrue, and charge him and his company 
with falfhood in affirming it, for that natural light (which is 
the alone Tight that Chriſt the word communicatesto all men 
univerſally) ſhines in ſo much darknes fince the fall that the 
darknes comprehends it not ſo, as to make out that from it x 
which is ſifficient for ſalvation t. Its true, that Chrift or the * JoÞ»1* 5. 
light [ /phining } is ſufficient to guideto the Father every one 
that comes into the world, but not every light of Chriſt 
[ lighted |} Let him ſhew any Scripture th-r ſaith, that Chriſt 
o cnlightens every man as that that light is ſ:ifficient to guide 
him to the Father, that explication is his addition ; nay the 
Tight that all men have, though it ſeem to wake them know 
Gol as God, yet it ſufficeth not to make them know that 
there is a Father, that is, to informe them that there is Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy: Ghoſt, or that there is any Goſpel : 
Since natural light infiſts only on the moral Law and cove- 
nant of works; for there cannot be wore written in the heart Cu, 
of fallenman withont further revelation than there w:s in the - 
heart of innocent man which was only the Law of works, not 
the law of faith.- There is nothing known of the Goſpel bur 
by report -nd tidings from God Rem.10 14,15- 
But letall Chriſtians marke the poiſon that Iyes under thefe 
Tips z every man hatha light, thet is, a light w thin him; 
| C for ſo they ſtiil exprefſe it ) to help him to life and guide 
him to the Father. Therefore x. No need of teaching , or the 
miniſtry of man, that ishis own inference. here ; therefore 
comme no more at Sermons, 2, Nor peed of Scripture : _ 
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A faithful 


what n: cefſity ot a light without, if there bea light within ſufh- 
cient'for the enjoyment of life , and for dire&ion to the Fa- 
ther, the fountain of life ! Therefore throw away Scripture 
a3 a dead letter. 3. Nor need of grace; for every man that 
comes into the world , whether he have grace or no grace, 
hath that light with him : which if he will make uſe of it, 
it is enough for him, therefore ſet up free-will, which Qua- 
kers ( as they conceive that are neerly acquainted with them ) 
call apower accompanying the light to deftroy every evil as appears 


diſcovery of jy them that yields themſelves to it , and watch that their vain 


a treache- 
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hearing, Rom.10.14. Nor 


mindes draw them not from abiding in the the pure light of Chriſt : 
Thus corruptly do they (peak , but do you Chriſtians whe 
have ben taught better things , look with a jealous eye upon 
the light within. Tf the Tight of the Word, and the light 1n the 
heart agree together , then you may take the light in the 
heart as Gods light , but if thit light within, agree not with 
the light of Scripture without. then look upon it as darkneſfe, 
and fear it as a traveller doth a dark night, or a mendipmiſt, 
or that which they call af fooliſh fire ]by which ſo many wan- 
der out of their way. | : 

T.S. | And then what need of our teachings? | 

IV. T. By our teachings, he means Miniſters teachings, 

To this thereforeI anfwer, 

1. Thathis inference is little worth, becauſe it is brought 
from a falſe ground of his own, to wit, that every man hat 
a light in' him ſuffictent to bring him'to God, when none 
can come to God bur' by Chriſt, Heb.7.25. Nor by Chriſt 
unlefle by faith, nor have any ſuch faith ordinarily, unlefſe by 

foe without the Word of God, 
which every man hath not, yea; the Gentiles in general are 
ſaid not to have the Law Rom.2:14. 

2. Forthethingit ſelf , when he ſaith. what need of teach« 
ing ? 1 do thereupon demand of him ( not to what purpoſe 
the Quakers teach, for ſure there isno need of their teaching, 


yet they thit make nothing of other mens teaching, -make 


{omething, yea, much of their own ; but T demand ) what 
need had Chriſtto ſend forth his apoſtles, an1 bid them go 
and teach all Nations? Math 28.19. Or whatneed had Chriſt 
tO give ſome to te Teachers to the e:{d of the world ? Isir _ 

| or 
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for the perfefing of the Saints till we all come to a perfer?. man > 
Eph.4-11,12,13. Or what need had the author to the Hebrews 
to ſay both theſe things you ought. to be Teachers and have need to 
be taught? Heb 5.12. And yet ſure thoſe Hebrews h:d as much 
light in them as is in every man that comes into the world. 

3+ Confid:ring there be ſome places of Scripture ſeeming 
to make the teaching of men not ſo needfull. 1 ſhall for ſati(= 
faftion of weaker Chriſtians ſpeak a little to thoſe Scriptures. 

The Scriptures are Fer.31.34- 1 fobn 2.27. In regard of 
Loth which I ſhall ſpeak generally and particularly. 

1. In general, and with reÞe* to both Scriptures, I ſhall | 
repeat the common and true anſwer, to wit, that the Holy 7p, 5-4. 
Ghoſtſaying,you ſhall teach 10 more every man his neighbour, and pure ſpeaks 
you need not that any man teach you, doth not ſpeak ftritly and 7 in thoſe 
abſolutely, but comparatively, to wit, 'o as to fignify that P/4c*5 og 
there ſhould not ke ſo much need of teaching in the time of yo troul 
the Goſpel as formerly , and that becauſe the Spirit ſhould j,, 6,4 rhe. 
be poured forth in a greater meaſure than ever was betore , !oricaly &> 
whereupon knowledge ſhould abound ». If any ask why 1 give 99 way of 
this interpretation? Ianſwer, #2. Becauſe other Scriptures _— 
declare the teaching of men to be nieceflary. Paul taies neceſſity vj; ;. z 
is laidupon me 1C or.9. 16. Yeazin 1/a.2.2.w The Goſpel Pro- aa.z.17, 

phecy ( ſuch asthat of Jeremy is ) runs thus, we will go to the ® Jer.3.15, 
Mountain of the Lord axd he will teach us, to wit, by the Law 
coming out of Sion, and the word from Jeruſalem, ty the 
mouthes of Gods meſſengers, 1/a.52.7,8. Adde to this, that 
Chriſtians alſo are to teach, and admoniſh one another , Col. 
3.16. Now,that is a certain rule that no Scripture'muſt ke fo 
interpreted as to crofſe another Sc: ipture, therefore that in 
Feremy muſt not be taken in its full latitude, but with dae 
limitation. 2. Reaſon, and our ordinary manner of ſpeaking 
juſtifies the foregoing interpretation, for we ſay uſually of 
- a Witty childe,that he will learn of himſelf w'thour a Teacher, 
not abſolutely but in compariſon with other children, that 
have no fach prompt and prectous Spirit. 3. The Scripture 
it ſelf ſpeaks thus, Fer.16 14,15. JtſhaHbe no more ſaid, the 
Lord liveth th: t brought the children of Iſrael our of Agypt, 
but that —_— them from-che Land of the North ; wherethe 
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of Egypt ſhovli never be mentioned more . ( for we remem- 
her it and magnify the Name of Go | for it to this day ) but in 
compariſon with, and to ſet forth the excellency. of their 
moreglorious Redemption from Batilon :. an | this is the uſe 
of <cripture, to deny and make nothing of one thing, when it 
woul | advance another , making th it which is excerded as if 
it were not exitert, as Pſal.51,16. Hoſ.6.6 fo, 2 Cor.3.10. 
a thing is ſaid to haveno glory in compari:on with another 
thing which far excels it in glory. 
& 2. To ſpeak wore particulur)y, to the ſeveral Texts. 
i : 1.:Asto that in Feremy, I conceive that a vecial thing con- 
. ** fiderablethereis that the Prophet holds forth the difference 
between the Old-Teſftament an1 New Teſftawent di'penſa- 
tion. Inthe former they were t:ught | y men ( other inward 
te: ching was not © conſpicuous ) in the latter by God, Juhbn 
6 45. Therea'on why 1 mentionthis is, becauſe thoe words, 
You ſhall teach uo more every man bis nei; hbbour, Jer.3 1- 34. follow 
upon the promiſe of the Cpirits effe ual inward teaching v.33. 
25.if he-ſto 1d have ſaid, inthe New Teſtament the tezching 
-of the <pirit ſh. ]l te eminent, as teaching by men was in the 
Old not but that God taught by his Spirit in the Old-Teſta- 
went alſo, but yet Spirit is in ſpecial manner aſcribed to 
the New-Teſtament, 2 Cor. 3.6. which may be for two rea- 
ſons. 1. Beeau' the Spirit of Go1 was given in all ages, 
from that which Chriſt was to do ard: did in ihe time of the 
-New-Tefamwent, Tobn 7.39. an theretore it is aſcr:bed to 
; 1 They taught at @ great the New-Tefarent only., when the two Teſta- 
diſadvantage in the Olds rrentsthatis the-two diſpenſations :re oppoſed, 


Of a " - rp. asthey are, 2 Cor.3.6. a. 2. Becavſz the ſfiri- 
ej *HAL WIHNOK ec ' 1 1rY* - 
- ANT there mladimever-<- tual teaching in the Ol !-Teſt!rent was no 


»y merit 07 Spirit, but F,om DINE > that is, very inconſtdera'le in regard of 
things ated im the New- the a-oundant teaching of the Spirit in the New. 

Teflamen' ) mor ſo ff u- Sothat the proper an{wer to that place in Jer= 
& oat 49) by rs rh remy ray |.e this, that under the New-Teſta- 
5 ot pore if Jah :; m2nt-diſpenſation. they ſh.\ll not te:ch every man 
dhe the Sea, Hb. 2,14, Dis neighbour, that is»#ly b, with ſuch reſtraint 
Ac 2 17, of the accompanying Spirit of God as was in the 
b So Trem-l, &+- Fun. in Jer, 31,34, Non autem [ (ont ] docebunt elipfis frequens ut, 
Gen,32,38, 1 Sam, $.7, ES 
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PET 


Old-T efan ent, titall the people of God (however taught 
either [yP. ftors cr Neighbours ) ſhall be truly ſaid to know 
God'as per on$t upht not ſo wuch by wen cutwardly as Ly the 
Spirit inwa: «lb; , and, inreeard of former times, eminentl;. 

2. For that other Scripture 1 Fchu 4.27, two anſwers 
may be given pe 

s. That bzing inſtruRted fo far and fo long alreac'y, they 
nee ed not ary man ſhould teach them, to wit, the Funda- 
mentals and :; ain things of Chrifiianity; for thoſe they had 
Jeainzd a't{ come'to a full knowledge of. | 


2. Theynec led not any fan ſhould teach then), © Take theſe three ' together, 


that is, otherwi © then they had bin caught by The Spirir in the Word, 
the Spirit that is. by the Spirit in the ord, and in arr he oo © = _ 
, ” . it 1 el:1-! eppragt Þ1 Te, & 
th- beartc; for it is not ſpoken to exclule the $piric in the heart of a ſanRi- 


teaching of men, bec:uſe the Apoſtle was now fed Chriſtian , and thin ui*s 


teaching them hi+ſelf, and he wiſheth the:n to re, thar no Chriſtian(taught 
abite in that which they had heard, v.24. tO by theſe) needs any wan ſbywd 


Ta oy ee > .1 7 e- * + teach bi Or Aneel; | 
ſhew, that teaching and hearing was then In u'e; Gualg fp s ether , 


cers, v 26. by putting them In minde that they theſe three teach,,,, 
hid been ſo ſoundly and ſo fully taught th t they 
neede1 not to ſeek; other Teachers to receive f:om them a- 
righter or an higher DoQrine : The thing they were to da, 
was, not t6 heaken'after a new Goſpel to be thereby tau; ht, ' 
but'to abide inthe old DofFrine wherein they were alread 
inſtructed by the ſpirit in the Word, anJ which was ſealed up 
untothem by the Spirit in their hearts. | 

T.S 2. Thoy ſay that that which may be &town of God, is 
manifeſt in the conſciences of the very Heath ( God having re= 
vealed it unto themYeven his eternal. power and Godh-ad*: And that Rom.1.19, 
though they bave no Law without them, yet they fhew the work of >cch,Qz15 
the Law writes in'their beart3, antl ar”a Law unto them(elves. 

I. T. I know not what there is in this ſecond Article, 
unleffe it be a double untrath 1. If he ſay( as he doth) 
th:t the Teachers of this Nation lay to the charge of Quakers ,, - 

"% . . MT S.-40-4 ” 
the bare affirming of that which is here put:down ,. that is one 
untruth ; let him produce tho'e Miniſters that blame any 
man for ſaying what the Scripture ſaies in both the'e places. 
Byt "2, It hemean( as his wy and as himſelf ſeems 2 
2 tg * 
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I. 


Zo 


to do by hi: former wo: ds )-th it ſuch heath-n1-knowledge is 


a ſufficient yuideto the Father,or to blefſednefſe, that is an- 
other untruth ; tor the Scripture ſpeaks truth when it ſaith, 


The inviſtble things of God are clearly ſeen of men. even of 
Heathens ( not {© as they may be ſaved in that way, for how 
could they without the knowledge of a Chriſt which neither 
N:ture, nor. creature reveales? but) So that they are without ex 


exuſe Rom.1 20. To ſhut up this therefore inbrief; If he ou 


that wen that never heard the Word of GodJ;have light enoug 
to help them to heaven, let that te his charge; for he that 
belieres not ſhall be daumed,and how can they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard, Mark 16.16. Rom. 10.14. 

T.S. | 3. They ſay that Chriſt did nt mock nor impoſe an im- 
poſſibility upon his poor Lambes when be exhorred them to be perfedl 
even as his heavenly Father is perſe.&c | 

I.T. I an'wer, 1. The Scripture exhorts us to many 
things, that wehave made our ſelves unable to do, becauſe 
however we are not able, yet it is our duty to fo them. And 
Go] hathreaſon to claim his right though fallen man hath 
loſt his power. 

2. Yet we miy be perfe& as our heavenly Father is perfet , 
to Wit, by way of imitation, and as aſpiring to perfe&ion. 
We may be p:rfe& as God, though not as perf-& as God, as 
the Aire is light as the Sun , though not as light as the Sun : 
There may be , and ſhould be an inchoate, and a progrefive; 
but :here cannot be here an sbſoluts perfeftion; and ir is 
bla'Þhemy to think that we ſhall ever be perfe& as God is pers 

fet, that is, an in-quallity. 

3. Neither doth Chriſt inten41 any ſuchthing there, as ei- 
ther perfe&ion infinite or equal with Go1, or perfe&ion ab- 
ſolute and equal with the Word of God; it is evi lent by the 
context, and that | therefore |] which is in the verſe he cites, 
that he ſpeais of a comparative perfetion in oppoſition to 
Publicanes, who love thoſe that love them and (lute: their 
brethren only; and thence he infers (without any ſuch moc- 

I» as this Fablec feigns, i* there were not a plenary perfet- 


ton ) th's ſerious exhortatjon, Let it not ſuffice you to be 
perfe't as Publicanes are perfet, but labour to ke-perfet as 
your heavenly Father is pecfeQ. that is, make. him your pat- 
4crnc5 
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terne and aſvire to that perfe&ion that appears to be ſo emi- 
nently in him , while he makes his Sun to riſe on the evil 
andthe goo 1; yea; gives his only Son not for the comfort of 
his Friends, for he had none among fallen men, but for the 
flvation o' his enemi:s Rom.5.10. 

T. S. | And that the ſame Chriſt ſpake truth, whenas he bear 
witneſſe of Nathaniel, that he was an Iſraelite in whom there was 
on guite, Fohn 1-47. |] 7 

IW. T. Ch ift does not ſay there wasno fin in him, but on- 
fy that there wasno guile in him, which imports not abſo- 
Jute perfe ion, bur fincerity y. To-haveno guile in the {pi- x Gen;20: 
rit, doth not prove that a man IsperfeCt, or no ſinzer, but only 5,5. Pal, 
that he is 2 pardoned ſinner. Pſal. 32.2. 66.18, 

T.S. | 4s alſo that P:ul did not defigne that which was im- 
pojible , when he lahoured to preſent men perfe@ in Chriſt Feſus. 
Coloſ.1.28.] 

I.T. TheQuneftion is not, whether men may be perfeX 
In Chriſt Jeſus in a way of juſtification , but whether they 
may be perfet in themſelves in a way of ſantification; z this , " he 
latter ( though Miniſters Ja'-our {till that people may be car- , ©; ", 
ried on to perfetion ) cannot be attained here, but is re- ;,. vide 
ſerve1 to the laſt day 1 Cor. 1.7.8. 1 Theſ.3.13. Judev 24. Davenant 

If the Scriptures which he quotes be rightly underftood, in locum, 
tis his own charge ſtill not ours; ( we ſhall never charge him 
for ſaying any thine the Fcriptureſaics,in the Sc ipture ſenfe) 
but if his, and the Q1akers meaning be under ſuch expreſfi- 
ons of Scripture to :ffirme a perfeFion withovt fin, then let 
them take their charge from the Apoſtle , which is, that they 
are therein lyars 1 Fob 1 10. Yea, while men plead perfe&- 
ion and finleſnefſe,God himſelf profeſſeth he will plead with 
them and every ſich perſon as they arc, becauſe he faith, 7 
have wt ſinned Jer.2.35. | 

Let Chriſtians therefore go on and Fear upto perfetion, 
but never boaſt of perfeftion; no man c:n othat reaſonably, 
that eitHer knowes himſelf or that kno'* s fcri;-ture; that is, 
that knowes how high and perfe the rule is, 2nd how ivper- 
fe& an! defeive himſelfis, being compared with that rnle. 

Our duty here is to be alway perſe ing a, but it belongs to our 2 Cgr,r,7, 
wiſdome to know that we can _ be fully perfeed till = 


3 | 


he Hee ene ET EI ro ITIS——_—_—_—_—__— er 


SeeJohrt 2, 


A Defence of the Miniſters of this Nation 


laſt day wherein our ſoules ſhall te among the ſoules of juſt 

men made perfe&. 1 Cor. +3-9-10,11. Heb. 1 4.23. = 
Mean while they: may fear and tremtle to think -of the 
perfe&tion of Qitakers,2s is relat2 i by one th. tbelt knew them, 
( teing once far ente e1 into thei. way-) who relateth this 
of them, tht They are people tereav-d of former wayes and-means, 
The worlas Preis the Lurd doth work faith, knowledge and enjoyments in the 
wonder or Prarts Of his ch.li\et, and of al. thoſe former excelent things 
the 9us- Which were brought fugth-in them by the power of truth, and of the 
hers bla- uſe of thoſe waies of wa king, wkerein they hyve manife ted any luvve 


, geng S!ar, gr obedience to God : Thry arepenrple brreav'd of all - thin"s of this 


P- 16.17 «ature, and they reckonit their happineſſe and their perfeion ſo 
£2 be. 

T. S.['4.- Theydo nor bluſh to ſay that Gbrift and the Apoſtles ſpake 
as they meant in the Scriptures , a1 therefore they deny onr meg< 
nings and interpretution as needleſſe, &c. ] 

__ -FF.T. Quakers have reafon to ' luſh (if they know how)” 
atſuch a conſequent as here they bring in : For it isas if one - 
ſhould ſay, God 1 p3 ke ache meant b Moſes in the Law, there- * 
fore there was no nee! that izra _ the -Levites ſhould grve - 
the ſenſe , and cauſe them to underſtand the reading, Nehem. 
8.8” O th tGod' y the Prophet Tfaiab ipake: as he meant, 
sf wy and therefore the Eun ich h. d no need -of a.guide, for the un- 
& 16.18, derſtanding of h's Prophecy, 4&s 8 30,31. Or tht Chriſt 
19. Luke ſpake as he meant, and therefore. his expounding afterwards 
34:27: wasneecdleffe, Mark 4.34. May not a ran ſpe -k as he means, 
and yetthe expreſſions be ſo dark or doubt'ul to many a man 
that he is'not :ble to di cerne what he meanes ? Every Author 
ordinarily ſpeaks as he weanes, Is there no need therefore * 
of Commentators and Expoſitors to make-it plain, that the 
wor 1s which may be t:ken diverſly, yet in ſuch a place carry ” 
ſuch a neaning with them and not another? 

T. S. | Eſpecially becauſe we differ among our ſelves in. our 
own. meanings, and are fallible in our- Interpret ations-we give- 
of them, by which meanes a great part of ourcraft aud employment * 

is like to fall to the ground. Nl | 
I.T. lanſwer, 1. That in the interpreting of Scri- 


 * 7. + ptures 1. concerning the Fundamentals of Religion, we do 


 Lifficiemly agree, 3 Cor,15.11, Whether it were Tor 1hey ſo we | 
d | preach 
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preach aud (o y-e believed. 2. Wh t ever difference there is 2. 
th-t proves only that the examination of Scripture is need-, 
full b , not thatthe Interpretation of Scripture is needleſſe : | AQ5.17e _ 
Is there-no uſe of Phyſicians? Had people as good be without *** 

them, becanſ: there is a difference of ju !gment among them? 

Or is it ſafe therefore for diſeaſed perſons to go from them 

to Mountebanks, beca'1ſe Phy.icians will acknou ledge they 

way be deceived or diſappointed , but Mountebnks will 


._tell.them they.w'l! cure certainly and infalli Ty 2 Yeta gre:t 


difference there is between Phy.icians that have not, an1 Mi- 

niſters that have an inf Ilible Rule ; after-whi. h while the 

walk they can neither be -/eceived nor deceivec. 3. His To*<- 

fing cloſe wherein he corp-res.d Miniſters by whom Chriſt is _ _. 

evidently fer forth, an41, as it were, piftured, totho<that © JeNIOT 
f a ; s I d Gal. 3.1. 

made [ilver {ſhrines for Diana, * ſhews with how good a will he , a> 19, 


_ fits in the ſeat of the ſcornfull, and there laughs at a Minifters 24,25. 
 imployment, committed to him of Gad, which is to be a Meſ- 
ſenger and an Interpy:tor, Job 33.23- For the people ſhould ſeek. 


the Law at his meuth. Mal. 2. 7. :Whereby is not meant that 
they ſhoul 3 ſeek fron him the Law it ſelf ( for th:t they had 
from God ) but the Intzrpretition, and true meaning of the 
Law, which it belonged to their office to make known. 

.While the'e men therefore deny Gods Or 'inance of open- 
ing and Interpret ng difficult places of ſcripture y his Meſ- 
ſengers. Mal 2.7. We ch:rge that upon them as a wicked er- 
rour, and warn all Chri' tans to t ke hee1 of tho'e men that 
will rake away the Expoſition of Scriptur. fromthem, and the 
knowledge a the minde 0©Got!,by the men of Go1; and who 
Casthe Papiſts with whom they 'oe much agree ) may well 
be afr:id the ſcrivtures ſhould be opened , and the light of 
Go let in, bec111ſe by that way o©Go1 their own falſe Wares 
and ſophiſt'c te ! ſtuffe will be /oon diſcovered. 

In the clo of this, cannot omit to mention theſe two things, 
1. That Q-akers are enemies not onely to the Preaching 
of Miniſters, butto the teaching.of m-4 : Forno nan can te <> 
the things of Go.), but ky opening the mincle of Gol, ast 5s re- 
vealed in Scripture. 
2. Th: t there is one thing in theſe times, which (when 
there's wuch deformity in them otherwiſe, yet ) may,be _ 
ted, 


—— 2 
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ted their proper ornament , that the devil very much envies, 
and that is Scriprure-Expoſttion, wherein goed men before this 
time had never ſo great aſſiſtance, and of which never men 
that went under the name of Chiitians dectared ſuch dif- 
like. 
; el T.S. ['5. They aſſert, That Chriſt did not ſpeak one thing and 
ud Huboas intend another, when as he commanded men ot to ſwear at all; but 
| Saws A let their yea, be yea, and their nay, nay ; whereas, we that are Or- 
| | Prohibition thodox, doe both ſwear onr ſelves, and tea: h men (o to doe ;, other- 
# ſo univer- wiſe we may haply go without our maintenance, for want of (w arers 


fa __ in our Courts of Inſtice,againſt thoſe Heretiques that refuſe to pay ns 


_ Tythes. 
at ae” "JT. Thism-n and Anataptiſts(for the Qua:ers ReF'gion 


isa mealey) would be excuſed for accuſing «11O+ths as finfull, 
becauſeChriſt ſayes,ſwear not at :1!: a prohbition a'ith this 
'F Commentator, ſo univerſall, that it advits no exception * 
But that you muſt take on his word, who theugh he be againſt 
Interpretations, and fo declared himſelf immediately ' efore; 
__  Fyetglives ſuch an Interpretation of that place Now its ver 
—_— 2 true, as Chriſt faith, we muſt not ſwear at all, bur that exprote 
FIR [aideve, ſions wherein there is ſuch an univerſality admit no excepci- 
'F | " on, that is not true; as will appear in other inſtances; Al 
if things are I1w/ull for me, {aith Paul, again and :g-In: 1 Cmr 10, 
23. What? Without exception? Was it lawfull for him to 
he, ſteale,commit adultery &c, No: but ſuch large expreſli- 
ons are to be limited to, and by the fUbjet matter and the ar= 
oument in hand : namely, in the forecited places, it isto be 
refrained to things indifferent. In like manner the ſame Apo- 
ſtle faith, 1 Cor. 9.22. I am made all things to all men, not by 
an unlimited and Ilawlefſe complyance, as if he would bea 
blaſphemer among blaſphemers; or among perſecuting Jews 
a perſecutor , but by an humble, juſtifiable, and advantageous 
condeſcenſion. | 

We Aﬀert alſo that Chrift did not ſpeak one thing, and in- 
trend ariother,when he ſaid, ſwezr not at all; but all the queſti- 
Jil. on is, what he intended , and that may appear ty the words 
ih it fubjoyned: For he did not only fay, ſwear 20t at all, and there 

it make ah end; but proceeds and ſhews what he means by that 

generall ſaying, while he addes ; weither by Heaven nor by earth; 
| 497 


— 


- 


Rr I ING. WAG; ED 


nan I Tg; DD Wt Pe 


OY 


in anſwer to a Quakers Charge. 25 

nor by Feruſalem nor by the Headf,that is, whereas the Scribes & /'So James 

Phariſes made as if the third commandment forbad perjury ples org 

only, Math. 5.33. Our Saviour ſhewes that there is ſach a any' commu 

kinde of ſwearing as is not to be atall uſed, to wit, 1. when yj 3urders 

men {wear iy the creatures, either impiouſly and Idolatronſly, wire Ty - 

puting them in the place of God, as if they knew whether we #241910. 

ſwear true or falſe, or could recompence us accor.iingly; 

or elſe Irreligiouſlyand irreverently, abuſing, in the prophane 

uſe of ſuch creatures as are here enumerate 1, he name of God | 

imprinted on them, or God himſelf relate1 unto 5 Therefore james ſaith . 

In them ; this is one[ ſwear not at all ]thar is —_ Yy _ 

Impiouſly or proph :nely by the creature: 2. The bw pr a =; the 

other is, that none ſhould ſwear at all ( by God, 1ige creatures z again, by 

or creatures g ) raſhly, unadviſedly, uncertainly, no oath at all in ordinary 

that is, without a juſt cauſe, or calling , or ordi- fake, /o a5 10 make our 
; oat 51 inet Communication a ſwegring 

aarily , that is, in familiar communication, communication, oppoſite #0 

thus alſo our Saviour explains his injun&ion of panes Nay (i.e.) to an 

ſwear not at all. Math.5.34. by that which he affirming or denying com- 

faith v.37. but let your communication, that is, munication ,” without any 

your ordinary communication * be Tea, Tea, Nay, 94% Tour AUy 0s 

Nay ; to this purpoſe alſo the Apoſtle Fames ſpeaks ; above all 

things ſwear not, to wit, by heaven, earth and ſuch 

creatures, accor-'ing to the prophane uſage of thoſe times, 

for it ſeems men then were like ungodly people now , who 

think it no fault to ſwear, fo they ſwear the troth , when 

not only to ſwear fally is a great fault, but to ſwear frivi- 

louſly, cauſcleſly, and in familiar conference. The Apofle 

therefore addes, bur let your yea, be yea,and your nay, nay; 

that is, in common diſcourſe let there be no oath at all : 

But a conſtant and candid expreſſing your ſelv2s, in fimple 

and ſtable affirmations an1 negations. In Frief, th:t which 

Chriſt ſveaks isnotagainſt all ſwearing ( wherein the Nawe 

of God is{o much adyanced in his Omniſcience »nl Juſtice ) 

but againſt creature-ſwearing and comm # ſwerrins : we may 

therefore put our Saviour and his Apoſtle to-»ether and con- 

cludethat both Chriſt an1 James (whoſe wor 1s we m..y call a 

comment upon our Saviours words ) do not take away the 

uſe, biiteſta!-liſh the reverence of an Oath, by pr. hibicing the 

prophane and trivial taking of it * in mens common __ 

c&& 


& 


| ) W 


himſelf, nor get any body clſe to ſwear for him to obtaine 
will ſeek his own as Miniſters ſeek their own , then be himſelf 


is ſo loath to te numwbred. 
T.S. {| 6. They are bold to aſſert, that in taking Tythes for prea» 


whether the ftr anger, the Fatherleſſe and widew, were to come and 


Ts; 


tenances thereto belonging. | 


Heb, 5.1, & ordained for men , in things pertaining to God : 'So there is an 
agreement in the generality of the - office, and ſuch a ſucceſſi- 
on and correſpondency in regard of the ſpiritual ſubſtance 
of it, thatNew-Teſtament officers taken from among, Gen- 

tiles are prophecied of under the name of Priefts and Levites. 
Tſa.66:21. with Rom.15.16. 

2. As we are not properly ofthe Trike of Levi, fo we have 
nortthoſe T ythes that were appropriated to.that Tribe: Its 
true, we receive a portion of the fruits of the earth. called 

Tytkes, yer ts comes very ſhort ofjclut ample proportion. 

W 


, Moral worſhip, Exed.22'11. Dent.6.13.b laying down alſo - 
b PRhl, 63. mr rules for the holy uſe-of it. Fer.4.2. And with that 
1 - » the. 


| | that which is due} to him; for ifirt benot thus, bug he - 


will ke accounted one o- thoſe Orthodox meramong whom. he..- 


ching , we are true neither to the Old Covenant, nor the New : Not - 


18 Dieats 14. , fo the Old, becauſe Tythes were the: mainiexance pecaliarly appoin- 
| l 29, ted to the Tribe of Levi, of which Tribe we cannot ſay we are; and 
alſo'the Tythes of old were by command to be put. inte a ſtore- houſe, 


7 
: | | TOW of them and be ſatisfied , which we praiſe not; nor to the 
ll? Numb: 18. Nw Covenant, for that Feſtus Chriſt bath put an -end to the Levie - 
'B'if tical Prieſthood,. and conſequently to «il the maintenance andappur-=- 


W.T. A. 1. Though weare not ofthe Tribe of Lepi,. 
yet we-are Minifters of the Goſpel, taken from among men, - 


Wy 


wy 
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which the Tribe of Lev: had i, who yet beſides the Tenths 


—— — — — 


and Fift-fruits, and the ſhare they had in the ſacrifices, had 3 ee 4inſ-. 


alſo 48. Cities with their ſuburbs. 


' worth on 


3+ Tythes were not ſo appropriated to them, but that there Deur. 14! 


was one Tythe for the people themſelves, Deut.14.22.23. * 


and another Tythe wasto be laid out for the poor, Devt. r4. 


28.29. which was called the Poor mans Tytbe *. If people were , MSP 


Moſes and 


poor now, as they did 


{ 


co lay out a Tythe for the uſe of the 


chen , we ſhould be as far from hindering them of it, as this 4aron lib.c 
writer from a juſt imputation, when he ſpeaks of not praQti- cap. 3. 


fing that by our ſelves in theſe times, which was to be done 


by the people in theſetimes ; and yet out ofthat we have, the Godwin ub 
poor have an allowance , both by way of yearly pay, and of fra. 


voluntary Almes. | 

4. For theobje&ion of being true neither to the old nor 
new Covenant, I anſwer, that we are true to the new Co- 
venant ( under which we ſtand ) becauſe though Chriſt hath 
put an end tothe Levitical Priefthood, yet he hath nor put 
an end <0 the Church Miniſtry, nor to that maintenance 
which ts neceſſary for it; for there Is a ew Goſpel-Ordinance 
to eſtabliſh it, cowit, that they which preach the Goſpel ſbould 


 Tive of the Goſpel. nu Cor. 9.14. 


'5,' Whereas itis objefted bere, that the Levitical Prieſt- 
hood is gone with all the appurtenances whereof Tythes were 
one; thereunto I anſwer , that Tythes may be confidered two 
wayes 

I. In the general nature of a maintenance of the ſervants of God 


in the ſervice of God \ As toſpeak more plainly and by way of 


jaftance, in regard of the matter now in hand; the Levites 
having no part nor inheritance with their brethren Deut. 14. 


27. and yet being Gods ſpecial Officers about the ſervice of 


the Tabernacle, wherein there time was taken up, they had 
need of a ſufficient ſupport for them and theirs. In this reſpe& 
Tythes belonged not to the Ceremonial but rether to the Jud: - 
cial Law; asthe Levites were a part of that body of people, 
all of which was to ke provided for in the Iand of Canaes ; 
yea, we way {ay to the Moral Law of the 2. and 4. comnand 
of the firſt Table, as they were Gads ſervants: And to the 8. 


command of the 2. Table as they were the ſervants of the 
D 2 'Church, 


f.. 
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a8 "T2 Defence of the Miniſters of this Nation 


_ Church, laboriouſly imp!oyed for them, according to the rule 
| of ſervice preſcribed in thoſe times: _ oy 

Now to apply this: In this nature we take Tithes, that is, 
asthey ſerve to make upa fit maintenance, for the ſupport of 
the ſervants of Chri.in the ſervice of Chriſt for the people of 
Chriſt who partaking of ſpiritual things from us , ought in 

equity to miniſter carnal things to vs, Rom. 15-27. 
= 2. Tytbes are con{idered under the notion of the ſupport of,aud 
their ſpeciall applicaticn 10 the ceremonial ſervice. Now as they 
were given, received and made uſe of, to maintain and 
uphold that old Teſtament worthip, and the Prieſts and Levites 
in order to that, ſo they are aboliſhe1; we lay no claim to 
them in that relation; but yet the Tenth being the onely 
maintenance deſigned unto us, we do with a good Conſcience 
take it, becauſe there is no ceremony in the proportion , that is, 
in maintaining the miniſtry ty laying out a Tenth , but on'y 
n the cid Teſtament application. T ithes were an appurtenance 
to the old ceremoniall worfhip , but they were not [ in them- 
felves] a Ceremonial appurtenance : for we find a tenth parr 
given to God long before the Ceremoniall worſhip was infti- 
tuted by the hand of Moſes, Gen.28.22. Yea,whereas he ſaith, 
they were appropriated to the Levitical Prieſt hood, or to the 
Tribe of Levi, we finde them paid by Abraham to Melchiſedeck, 
who was none ofthar Tribe, Heb.7.6.9.13. Yea, to him even 
Levi himſelf paid tithes in Abraham, Heb.7.9. How then were 

they proper to Levi ? 

Let the Quakers then tke their right charge, which is this : 
that while we challenge not T'ythes by Moſes law ; but onely a 
maintenance formed out ythe juſt and pious laws of the land 
In that proportion, they deny Miniſters that m-intenance, 8& 
would have us labour (if we wlll labour ) without any liveli- 
hood,without any hire: WhenPaul faith, Itook wages,2Cor.11.8 

- T.S [ 7. They call us hirelings, becauſe we preach by Indenture 

3 firſt made with the people for our maintenance , and donot go forth 
(truſting our Maſter Chriſt ) as bis Miniſters of old did, carr)ing 
neither purſe nor ſcrip with us : which ſhould we prafiiſe , we are 
doub;full we ſhould be reduced to one of theſe two ſtraits,to wit, -ither 

to worker beg ; the firſt of which we cannot doe, and to doe the ſecond 
we are aſhamed. | OS 
Fo IV.T. 1 Anſwer, 1. There's a great difference (but that this 
man 
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man Will not open his eyes to ſee it, ) between taking Þare, and 


being an hireling ; for Chriſt approves the former, a and con- 
demns the latter', Fob. 10. 13. tie Cu $1 
-_ 2, In thoſe'places which are called Benefices,'and are inthe 
 difpoſall of Patrons,and wherein there is a competency,there's 
no need of Indentures,a maintenance being by law already ſet- 


Ted upon every :uch place. 


3. As for other places, wherein no maintenance is ſetled, 
the people that ſeek out a Miniſter, and know he cannot ſubſiſt 
to t ſervice to their ſoules without a worldly ſupport, do fre- 
Ty offer ſuch a maintenance as they conceive nay be competent, 


-whichif it appear ſo to be,theMinifter(after he hath firſt found 


the place fit for the exeqution of his Minifterial Fun&ion, and 
that he is thereunto lawfully called ) doth accept of it, and fo 
cloſeth with them, to do his office among them. He layesno 
neceſſity upon them to give him fuch an allowance bur they 
ſeeing the neceſſity of enjoying the Miniſtry,are willing to give 
it. Hereupon happily ſome writings are drawn up, that while 


"the Preacher doth his duty he may not ( through the injuſtice 


or inconſtancy of. the people ) be defrauded of his neceffary 


 maintenance,which on both ſides is agreed upon; In thistranſ- 
ation, the charge which is here laid upon Miniſters ( for the 


meaning of the man inall thete charges, isto diſcharge the 

Quakers, and to charge and deride the Miniſters, ) is as vain 

and fooliſh, as the ground thereof is weak and frivolous. 
Now whereas he ſpeaks of our going forth, nottruſting our 


maſter Chrift, as his Miniſters of old did, &c. I Anſwer, 


I. our maſter Chriſt doth neither require us, nor allow us, 


'ro depend on, or rather to tempt him k in reſting on, extraor- 


dinary courſes, when there be ordinary ways teforeus where- 
in we way lawfully walk: 

2. All may fee what enemies they be to truth that are ene- 
mies todiſtingions,&will not put a difference between our Sa- 


wiours extraordinary & temporary commiſſion, upon grounds o Nominaf: 
peculiar to thatttine & fate of Goſpel affairs , & ſucceſſive or- /e eſt refu- 
dinary miſſions, wherein no ſuch charge was given, no not to taſſe, 


the Apoſtles themſelves. 1s it a perpetual Law that a Minifler 
when he goes forth to preach, muſt carry no ſilver, no ſhoves, © 
#0r Jet « ſtaffe? Mat.10,10, Nor faluteany man by the way? Luk. 

BE | 10, 


k Mar. 4.7. 
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-D 2, Tim.2, 


Luke 1 ons ter the-example of thoſe whom Chriſt ſent out to preach the Goſpel, to 


. 20. 4. Or was itnot rather ſuch a Law as was giventhe Iſra- 


lites at the cating of the firſt Paſſover, Exad. 12.11. ( butun- 


. obſervedafter ) and that for the ſame reaſon,7to wit, becauſe 
they were in heft, and rwo Coats might clog them, Salutes ſtey 
_ them, ordinary worldly Provifions cumber them; Neither do 


F deny , that it was to teach them Faith alſo, but then 1 add 


- that though dependance upon God be a perpetual duty, yet we 


are not bound to exerciſe it alwayes, in the ſame way ; for we 


finde Ezrd taking one courſe that is,an extraordinary,8% reſal- 
- vingagainſt a band of Souldiers, Ezra 8. 22.4and yet Nehemiah 
; taking another, that is, an ordinary, accepting from the King 


Captaines of the Army and Horfmen to goalong with him, 
Nehem.2. 9. What doth this ſhew, bug that weare to reft upan 
God inan extraordinary way, when the Word, or honour of 
God requires it, and in an ordinary way, when Providence, 


- Without any prohibition, or juſt prejudice opens it; God 


would have the walls of Fericho throwne downe with Rams 
horns, to confirm their Faith in Gad; but in the next onſet up- 
on Ai, his will was that they fhould go to werke in.an ordina- 
ry way,both of power and policy, Foſb. $. 3,4 Yet obſerve,that 
in the fore-cited places, where Chriſt ſent them forth withont 
providing for themſelves, he tells them alſo.that the workmar is 


 worthyof his meat, Mat. 10. 10. axd the Labourer of his hire, Luk. 
20.7. | 


Let this man therefore, and his company take their charg, 
which is this ; that they call us hirelings, becauſe we take that 
hire which Chriſt faith we are worthy of, and that C whiles we 
arenot doubtfult of proviſion from our maſter Chriſt himſelfe 
extraordinarily, if there were no ordinary lawfull way there- 
in to have it, ) theſe men ſhew themſelves deſirous we ſhould 
bereducedto one of theſe two ſtraits, either to worke, ( when 
another worke is required * ) or elſe to begg, ( whereof the 


world might be aſhamed, bur eſpecially the Saints. ) 


Colle& from hence what-honeft men theſe be, and how un- 
like that godly Fehoſapbat, who commanded the people that dwelt 
in Jeruſalem, to give the portion of the Prieſts and the Levites that 


the might be encouraged inthe Law of the Lord, 2.Chron.31-4. 


T. 5. f 8. They cal'ns greedy Doges, becauſe we do not walke af- 
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wit, eat and drink, ſuch things as the people give us; but inſtead there 


0f do force tha! by Law, even from the poore and needy ( to wit, the 


Tenth of all they get by the ſweat of their brows)which by faire means - 
we ſhould never obtain. A thing they ſay which the true Prophets and 


Miniſters of Chriſt mentioned in Scripture never prattifed. 
I. T. A. 1. We profefſe we do not (tecauſe we believe 


we ought not ) walk after extraordinary examples, no more 
then they after the example of Elijah, Luk. 9. 55. Chriſt bad 
his Diſciples when he ſent them forth, heal the ſick, and yarer | 
tho Lepers, and raiſe the dead, Math. 10.8. Muſt weundertake - 


that worke too ? Tf extraordinaries now are to be followed,let 
Saints go and fell all ( as inthe firſt times they did.) andlay 
down the mony for the Churches uſe : Will this young Mar- 
chant do ſo? With whom we muſt needs be Doggs and greedy: 
Doggs too, becauſe we take a maintenance, which devout per- 
ſons, and in particular,ſuch as ought robe Nurfing Fathers and 


Nurfing Mothers tothe Church have provided for our nonriſh-: - 


ment, and which people (tliat love thoſe that labour for their 
ſoules ) are willing to give us and ſet before us, what have we 


bue what Chriſtian people have given us, or do-give us? -In | 


which refpe& we eat and drink what is ſet: before us. - 


2. If he mean we muſt have nothing bur from hand tomouth 
and from meal to- meal, how- comes--it to:--paſle- that he. 


that is received into the office of -a'Miniſter -mait be an houfe- 
keeper? 1.T:m.3.4. and a Tover of bofvitality? Titus 1.8. What ? 


And have nothing to keep houſe or hoſpitality with of his own; 


but only other folks meat anddrink? - 

Obje&. But they fay we force 3t. | 

Anſw. | 1f ſore better minded, ſer meit and drink befare us, 
and others that are worſe affeted, will come and: catch it a- 


way, muſt we be ſo unthankfull to thoſe that have ſet it before. - 


us, or fo injurious to: our felves, as to letthem carry it from: 
us ?- | 


Obje&. But we force from the poor and needy the Tenth of that: - 


which they get by the ſweat of their brows. 


Anſw, Either the poore and needy be ſpared and nothing is - 
received from them; or elſe it is ( as their ſtate is ). very. lit- 


tle. Fhat little is given to God boy being given to faithful Mi- 
niſtcrs for the ſiipport ofthat worke of his wherein they Jabour. 


(For - 
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(Forl plead not for idle, or Idol-Shepheards ) Its laid out 
alſo that their ſouls may be provided for ; and that not with- 
out good ground of hope of proſpering. the beter in their out- 
ward eſtate, Ma/.3. 10. If this little may not be had without 
Law,it is many times loſt; but ſuppoſe the Miniſter do by law 
ſeek his maintenance from them who get their living by the 
ſweat of their browes ( which is the lot of all men, and of 
canſciencious Miniſters eſpecially , that pexd and are fpent 
for their people) I ſay, ſuppoſe he uſe force to get thoſe dues 
which ( as he confefſeth here ) by fair means he ſhould never 
obtain, is he an Oppreflor that ſeeks his right forcibly? Or 
Is nothe unjuſt and wicked that detains it, and forceth hiny 
ſo to ſeek it, if ever he will come by it? I ſpeak of ſuch 
poor asbe in ſome meaſure able to pay this, as well as their 
other debts. If their poverty be ſuch as that they have no- 
thing at all to pay, then his out-cry is as juſt againſt the 
Merchant or any Tradſe-man, that ſhall demand his due of 
them, as againſt the Miniſter. | 
3. Though ſome nope cry out of oppreſſionin the main- 
3* tenanceof Tyths(becaule it is now the faſhion ſo to'do))yet to 
men that underſtand themſelves there is no ſuch thing : For 
* Before the jt hath been ſufficiently and openly prooved *, that the Mi- 
—_ _ niſter hath full as much right to-the Tenth part as any man 
of Parlia- hath to his Nine. The Tenth is the Incumbents own, not gl- 
neat when Ven to him by the preſent generationthat lay.it out, but paid 
the buſineſs as a Rent=charge on the Land, charged w'th it before either 
of Tyths was T,ord or Tenant had any propriety in it. None but a Miniſter 
1 454. pofleſt ofthe place, can claim a right to it, as being freely gi- 
R, 1653s , 
$-e the Þa.. YEN to the Church, 
per entitu- = This may ſuffice for anſwer to him an them whom Tithes 
ted, Some trouble ſo much, but the Miniſtry much more, by which 
modeſt and ]atter trouble Chriſtians may judge of the former ; unto 
__ which I ade that many of thoſe men that are enemies to the 
abourTychs Miniſters Tenth, are no friends to Gol1s Seaventh, that is, are 
| ill obſervers, yea, bold lighters of the Sabbath day; which 
] ſpeak to warne Chriſtians from cloſing with them that have 
ſo loſt the reverence of Religion, | 
Bat finceT am drawn fo} far into this ſubjeTt. I hore | 
ſhall not be injurious, ifI do a little detain the Reader by 


ad- 
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adjoming and offering (only ) ſome Arguments for this 
kin !e of maintenance by laying out the Tenth, that being 
the thing that in theſe times is in ſo much queſtion. 

I fay therefore, 

1. That this kinde and proportion of maintenanceis to bs *T* 
reverenced, as having upon it a divine ftamp, by being or- 
dained of God in the old Teſtament, without any repeal in 
the New. Nor isit reaſonable to reckon Tythes among Jew-- 
iſh and Ceremonial things, belonging to the Pedagogy of 
Moſes, conſidering that the Apoſtle gives this conſtruftion of 
that Old-Teſtament mainterance, that they who miniſtred 
holy things, who waited and ſerved at the Altar, were in that 
reſpef,. partakers with it , and lived upon it, 1 Cor. 9.13.14. 
whence therefore he colle&s, that they who preach the Goſ- 
pet , ſhould live on the Goſpel. Now itisa Ceremonial thin 
or Isa Moral thing, that a man that labours ſhould live of 
his labour? And into that the ApoPle reſolves the Altar- 
maintenance in the Old Church. | : 

2. [ts a way of maintenance that hath been reyerenced ' 2. 
and 4 in all Apes of the Church, for whence is is 
chat Tyrhes have ſo long ſtoo4 in the Churches of Chriſt, and | A /4 
under the Government of Chriſtian States? But becauſe wiſe of this w - 
and godly men, ſaw there was no other way ſo like to fulfil made by 
che minde of God, for a competent and a convenient main- Pareus P;g- 
tenance, as by ordering it to te iid out in that particular fefr in 

of Tyrhes ? I offer this asan Argument drawn from the Hicdleberg 


Wa 
Todemenl of diſcretion in the Chrifian world Tts true that - fag 
in ſore Proteſtant Churches there hath. been an alteration, y,, z. 
but followed ( asT have heard cre1itly reported ) with lamen- was the;e 
cation for the ftraitneſſe, falling upon Minifters by ſuch with him, 
change of maintenance 1. _ ig .-" _ 
3. I propound this way of maintenance as moſt ratio#al, and _ Twit 
that in ivers refpeRs, ; | . himſelf to a 
1. Becauſeequal, and though reproacht as oppreſſive, yet fiend of bis 
cannot te proved fo, nor poſſiblebeſo, For L 
x. People have nine parts and do but lay forth the Tenth, 
and is it hard when God gives men ten parts of the Fruites of x, 
the earth, that they ſhould give him one again? But 
2. Now mancan be mn” by laying that out to on 2. 
OTNED 
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ather w'1ich he nzver farmed himſeH, nor paied any thing for, 
an? which no man bur. the Incumbent had any right to ſell 
him. | 
2. Becauſe Taitable: A Miniſters duty is, to be given to 
Hofpitallity ( 1 Tim. 3.2. ) for which he will be beſt enabled: 
by receiving ſomething of every kinde, for thereby he. is fur- 
niſht with thoſ: various things, whereof Hoſpitallity: is made 
up. This is the more confirmed ty. that Scripture-Ryle,: Gal. 
6.6. Let him th:t is taught in the Word communicate to him 
that teacheth him in all good things, one and another.” 
3. Becauſe this is( as a Suitable, ſo ) a /impathizing wain+ 
tenance, that is, a Miniſter being to have his ſubſiſtance from 
the fruits of the earth, is thereby moved the more feelingly ta 
pray for a bleſſing from God upon them. Ifpe-ple be looſers 
therein, he is a loo'er withthem ; an. if they have more, he 
hath more : Nor will it follow from hence that Covetouſ- 
neſſe makes him pr y, but Intere* doth, and Intereſt ( if it 
ke a juſt Intereſt, though it be in ſore ſenſe a ſel-Inte:eft } 
ought to colt; for, is not that it which God. himſelf pro- 
poun 1s as a motive to the performance of that- duty, while 
he (ith by hs Prophet, Pray unto the Lord for the peace .of 
Babilon, for in the peace thereof ſhall you have 'peace? Fer. 
29.7. ſo may Miniſters. pray( and that accor.Jing to Gods 
minde ) for a bleſſing on the fruits of the earth, becauie in the 
increale thereof is their increaſe. Yea, and in this very caſe, 
Mz'h.3.10. Bring yonr Tythes to God, is urged by an Argu- 
ment from their own Intereſt, to wit, that God will poure a 
blefſing upon them. | 
4- Becauſe it isa maintenance of all other freeft from tem- 
ptation. If ſubſiſtance cowe from the people, then there is a 
great temptation to pleaſe them; if from the State, then, if 
the State and higher Powers happen to be corrupted ( and 
who in ſo much danger asthey) There is another aud great- 
er temptation lies on that hand, to cowply with it, I mean, 
with the corruptions of it, for in all juſtifiable things, there 
ought to be a compliance. This Argument receives firength 
from our dally prayer,whichis, Lord lead ws not into temptation, 
5. This waintenance is moſt eaſely obtained: Whileſt the 
occaſions of people require continual layings out, but _— 
ally 
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ally at ſuch a time as this is, when the neceſlities of the State 
force upon men many and great payments: hence money ts 
very har.ily ha4 ; but at that tive when God( in th? fruits 
of the eaves in mach, itscaſy to part with a little of 
the ſawe kinde. 

6. That Promiſe which is proper to this kinde of mainte- 
nance, .and which is before mentioned, may, I doubt not, be 
juſily applie1 for aſſuring thoſe of gaining : y it, who are con- 
ſcientio'1s in it Mal. 3.10. 

I Jo not in wh:th th been ſaid preſſe the Fas divinum of 
Tychs in the new Teſtament in 2 tri ſerſ-; y2t for that much 
may be ſpoken. AnJ Rp oncy that I am thus invo'ved in this 
Argument ) [ ſhall not forbe:r to publiſh what hath been ſpo- 
ken where my ſelf was (1 thank Go 1) an hearer ; and is lefc 
in Notes in my own cuſtody, by one of fingular worth an1 : 
fincerity, now with God w. Iſhall tr ncribe it as he lefc _ a 
tt in his Notes won Mal 3 8 where the Lord is giving in his oor of ; 
Anſwer to that Q1eftion, Wh: rein have we robbed thee ? Saith, Wringron 
in Tyth:s md Offerings, which in tho'e daies were exprefſely in Somer- 
reJui: ed in the L:w : But the people returning f om B.bilon, — : 
among other. duties neglete1 tirat. Nech:m.13:10,11,12. m—_ 198 
Herein therefore ſaith the Lord am T1 ro-bed. Oy” 

Ob>'erve, The inte:verting of things hallowed is a robbing of 
the Lord. | 

1. In Tee-will offerings: Hence David faith, Pſal $5.12. _,_ 

F Thy ] Vowes (is if he hal ſaid, no longer Mr, ) a:e up n 
me O (od. So Levit-27.10.28 See the evamyple of A ranics 
and Saphira Ads5. befo.e ſale all was thers; a ter ale, 
the mon2y was theirs; bur being once conſecratel, no p.Ire 
was theirs. Tt wasa lye againft the Holy Ghoſt to deny it, a 
ro bery of God to detain it : And this was in the Church of 
the New-Tetament, and in the cafe of a Free will Offer- 
ing. 

- How mach more in caſe of Leg :/ dyes etabliſhed by the : 
Law either »f God, or ofj-1an for God? Un 'er both which 
thi- due of Tythes falls, and under one at leaſt, is perpe- 


tual. 


Queſt By what Law are Tyths now due? It ſeems not by G a Queft. 
E 2 | here 
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© hereurved, #4» more than otber Offerings (bere Jojned with Tythes) 
uneſſe by the Ceremonial or Fudicial Law now out of dat? ? 


Anſw. Inſw. Nay, even now,under Chriſt and the Goſpel,Tythes 
are due, For 
q” 1. Not only Levitical Priefts received Tythes, but Melchz- 


ſedech, Gen.14.20. In. whom there was a Type of Chriſts 
Kingdome an41 PrieſthooJ, unto whom even Abrabam and, 
in him, Levi paid Tythes, and his Priefthood is everlaſting, 
Heb.$46. ani ſo Chrifts, and the dues belonging to it. 

2. If maintenance of Miniſters by T ythes be aboliſht, what 
other finde we eſtabliſh in the place thereof, and where do 
we finde it? Ifno other, that remaines; if it be a Ceremony, 
what and where is the ſubſtance aud body? 


2. 


ODj. Peread of free-gifts Ads 4. 

Anſw. That was an | Intrim ] while the Church | der 
Perſecution | could not receive Tythes. Put what proviſion is 
there for the Church in peace under Chriſtian Government ? 

Surely none if not this,therefore this is in force ſtill. 
-F The Apoſtle requires a communion of all goods or iz all 
2 Somthine for bread, for cloath , for good things Gal.6.6. ſome part there- 
drink for all men aie nouriſhed and fore of all intreaſe, Miniſters are to 
mamtained by the (ame elements : Other partake in a, what part can be more 


ſetled wayes of maintenance wi!l not 

afford a proportion ſuitable to that Rule, equal than that which the Lord pre- 
b The 4. thing may be further explain- ſcribed? SEE 

ed by what he delivered im the preaching 4. Wherefore the whole Chriftian 


of the Sermon, to wit, thus; Itake the Church ( Prince and people ) together 


Law of Tythes ( ſaid be ) tobe more than g,,1 1p, faith, received and eftabliſht 


Fudictary , even Eccleſiaſtical which, . | : 
comes neerer the ſecoud Commandement this Order of maintenance by Tithes, 


than a matter of robbery between man Whereby ( call it Civil, Municiple, or 
end man, | — Ecclefiaſtical Law, yet ) #ow at leaſt it 
Iis a Law therefore though aot 1N- becomes Moralby conſequence as obe- 


weadiately promulgated from et q; . n 

alafted by men #F Bot The ws 2., dience and Tribute to princes, Rom. 
conſecrated to God and the Law of thofe 13 

things is conſecrated to God too, there= And it was the wiſdome of Chri- 
Jare cannot be taken away: Fo Chriſti-ſtians to depart no further from Jews, 
an Magiſtrates require ſubjeftion, as tothen in things neceſſarily to be left, 


God, becauſe it is [aid, oive to Czlar that . © 4 ns 
which is Czſars 7 ra is it not a ſub- Figures yielding to the body, &c. 


jeiion 10 God 19 obey this Law for God 25 likewiſe of Proteſtant Churches, 
no 
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no further to depart from the Church of Rome, than in thoſe 


things wherein they had departed from Chriſt. 
This may ſerve for ground of reſolution, without diſput- 
mg every objection. | 

Mean while it reproves thoſe who wink at this fin, willing 
to perſwade themſclves, that is not againſt conſcienre, which 
is for their profit, as | 

1. The Pope, the great Woolfe or thief inthe Church, who 
purloined Tythes by whole- ſale, appropriating C indeed impro« 
priating ) them to Monks and his creatures when they were ap- 
pointed for Gods ſervice. 

. 2. Thoſe Reformers in the time of Henry the 8. who take- 
ing the Popes rotberies from Churchand Lay, that is, take- 
ing Temporal revenues and ſpiritual together, ha1 not ſo 
much care and conſcience as to diſtinguiſh and reſtore Tythes, 
but turned both to the Common-wealth. Hence many by a 
miſerable neceflity doinhecit this Robbery, and live on the 
Churches Revenue. 

3 Everyday people defire to win ( as the Sea gains upon 
the Land ) upon the miniſterial due by cuſtomes and other- 
wiſe; finding fweet the bread of deceipt , inſomuch that it is 
kecome a Proverb, Pinch on that fide. 

Thus far this wiſe and godly man of God, and in no wiſe 
worldly, but exceeding liberal, as in Gods houſe, by in- 
ſtru&ion, ſo in his own, | y Hoſpitallity. 

I ſhall leave what I have written ( which had it been pub- 
liſht by the Author himſelf would have been much more like 
himſelf )to the judgment of ſuch whe have purpoſely ſtudied 
this ſubje&, and to whom God hath given a larger light, re- 
colle&ing my ſelf and reſuming that which I have already 
ſpoken, thart is, that I reach not ſo high as to preſſe the di- 
vine Right of Tythes in a ftri& ſenſe, but ( jkeeping my ſelf 
to my own meaſure )that which I infiſt upon is this : Thee 
whereas there is clearly a divine{Right for maintenance in 
the generality , that general Law hath a ſpecial influence 
into this particular way ofmaintenance(T meanzby laying out 

the Tenth ) inaſmuch as no other way is like to be found, in 
all reſpefts 'o expedient, for the fulfllingefthe will of God 
inthe maintaining ofthoſe that do the work of God asthis 4 
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13 &c, 
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1 leave it to con{7eration therefore, whether it be. not con 
ſequentizlly divine; for a maintenance is dueby divine right ; 
If fo, then it is Go1s minde al'q that it ſhouli be made out 
one way or other, an1 if in ſome way then in the fitteſt way. 
I ſhall adde only that there are two great ordinances of God, 
the one of the Miniſtry , tne other of their maintenance ; for 
ſo hath the [ord ordained, that they which Preach of the Goſ- 
el. ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor.g.14. and there is much 
11 the latter of theſe for the ſupporting of the former, | mean, 
in the ſupporting of the maintenance, for the ſupporting of 
the Miniftry, which is eaſely confirmed, while it cannot but 
be Ibferved. that they that plead ag1inft Tyrhes, do through 
the {ides an1 apon theaccount of Tythes, ſtrike at the Mini- 
firy of Engleud, and transferre the plea thither. The great 
eye-ſoare is not Tyrhes, but -the Perſons concernel1 in the 
Tythes, that is, the Miniſtry. The Lord keep it in the 
thoughts of the he-rts of onr Governers to eſtabliſh the Mi- 
niſtry, an1 th:t maintenance by which the Miniſtry may te 
beſt efabliſhe 'T ſh+I1 conclude this with two Scriptures, 1. 
The old Prayer, Deut.33.11. Bleſſe Lord his ſubſtance, and ac- 


cept the work, of bis hands. 1 am loath to write ( bue would - 


have Q-11kers and Anti-minifterial men to real.) the ref. 
2. Theother Scripture is 2 Chrox 24.16: Theybu ied Jehojada 
a4 th: City of David among ihe Kings, b-cauſe be bad done good in 
Tſr eel, both towards God and towaras bis Howe. | 

| doubr nor bot T nay ay truely that neither my Brethren a 


| tonrdFere nor my ſelt havethusextende this Argument out of a min 'e 


angry Epie — 
| 55 lat 6 but we thi1s far plea | for maintenance, th t the Miniſtry may 
p«r!forth,p, be continued ; and for a mgintain:d Miniſtry that Religion 


to make Tzood ro our ſelves or others, a perfonal maintenance; 


may be maintained : an1 for the maintaining of Religion, 

th:t our Go may 'edztained, an | may not for the forſaking 

of a right Religeon, for ake us and utterly 'evart from ns. 
Its high time to retien® to my Epiſt er, who faith in the 


cloſe of this Article that rhoTtrue Prophets and Miniſters of 


of Ch iſt mentioned in Scripture, never pra'tiſed the pro» 
curing of :ny thing from people by 'orce of Law. 

To « hich | anſwer, ; | 

1. That in the Old Teftament, expreſſe Lawes were made 
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by God himſelf, forthe maintaininSof the ordinary Miniſtry; 
and ſuch courſes” were taken by godly Magiſtrates in good, : 
ti-nes as whereby they were fill relieved b, which in proba- bNehemiah 
bility, was by complaint made for unjuſt detainwentsc. irs p ; a 
2. As for the times of. the New Teſtament nientioned in 8-13.10. 
Scripture, tis not reaſonable to think of requiring any thing c To wit, 
by Law. 1. Becauſe there was no Law efabliſhing a mi- <#b*rby 
niſteriall maintenance; yea, 2. it was ſcangalous alfo ***/*!lves 
to goto law at out other things wherein the preſent Lawes ago 
might relievethem, becauſe it was before infidels. 1 Cor 6 &c. anfien - M 
Having ſpoken thus Iong of this Article,[ ſhall returne it up-/aved them 
on this Author anJ his adherents, with this charge; that whilſt {94 /abour, 
they call the Miniſters of the Nation greedy Dogs,(ſuch is their _ if 9- 
Religion, ſuch is their reaſon, ſach is their charity) becauſe ,y,z14 4s 
ſome of them have ſometimes forc'd their right from ſome for ws, we 
poore menby Jaw, who yet were not ſo poore but they might ſhowd fit 
have payed it(for if anyhaveexafed from perfons alroge- (#1! with 
ther diabled, 1 defend them not) but-they were ſo unjuſt, and? <nti»: 
froward, t-at they-would-not pay it otherwiſe, let them confi- 
der. how they will anſwer this at that great day, when Chriſt 
ſhall come to determine who be greedy dogs,and who te faich- 
full ſhepheards, and how he will take it tohave all branded.be-- 
cauſe ſome maybe blamed.. 
T. S. | 9g. They call us hypocrites, pretending theſe as the req-- 
ſons. 1. Becauſe we Preach the things we prattiſe not : accuſing 'us 
for preaching again/t Pride andyet living init : againſ} covetouſnes,.. 
and yet being preedy of filthy Lucre, ec. ] p 
IV.T-4. But how. doth it appeare that theylive in-pride or 
are grantor filthy lucre ? why this man ſayes ſo, and are not” 
ſtrong afirmations great proofes? eſpeciall when they be in the 
mouth of an adverlary? yet in regard of this or the like things - 
before or after, I do not undertake to plead for every pub=- 
lique teacher in the Nation. Let this accuſer come forth, and 
ſvdeake his mind plainly; if what he produceth again® the pub- 
lique teachers be by him meant of all the publiqueteachers in- 
the Nation. its a# abſolzte falſhood : it only of a corrupt com+ 
pany among them, its az ab/olute folly, as if a man ſhould write: 
an epiſtle to-allthe merchants an 1 Tradeſmen in the Nation, 
and ſay, you couſeners.and gheaters, and Es rs os ; 
| ecaule - 
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| becauſe ſomeor many o' them beach: wet#not this a madnes? 


Beſides that he may know that a mans points are ſooner ra- 
ken from his knees, (yet exerciſc In that or in any ſach kind, 
- preach againſt) then pride from its heart, as this his Epiſtle 

WES, | 
- Bur we be hypocrties again. 

T. S. 2. Becauſe often times in the cloſe of our Sermons we 
tel the peopte we ſhould bave proceeded further if time had not pres 
vented us waen as indeed we had no more to fay. 

IW.T. A. Here malice is witty, and the man thinks he hath 
hitt us home : but how doth he know that ſuch Miniſters as 
now anthen fay ſo, had no more to ſay? who made him a 
window into preacher hearts? and doth he judge ſo of other 
men becauſe his conſcience tels him it was ſo with him when 
he was a publick preacher? or doth he think it. ſo heard for 
one that uſeth to preach, when the time is paſt ( as he ſuppo- 
ſeth it co be-) To add yet ſomething more if it wereconveni- 
ent to adde it? or hath not he hear Fat they who ſay ſo,preach 
much longer at ſome other times? and therefore (for any thing 
he knowes might beprovided to ſay more at thar time? But 
whether that he ayes be true or now, yet it ſeemes it was one 
of the choiſeſt aſperfions that he could think of, to a baſe the 
—_—y withall, and therefore (at all adventures, ) downe 
ie muſt. | 

Bur if this be not ftrong enongh, he will havea three-fold 
cord, to fee whether that will hold us and repreſent us ta the 
world under the notion of Hypocrites. | 

T.S. 3. Becauſe in our prayers before ſermon we frequently beg 
of God that he would put words into our monthes, aud teach us what 
to ſay; whereas ever then, we have our ſermon notes, either in our 
pockets, or our bibles, or the platforme of our diſcourſe prepared in 
our be ads. pu”, 

FW. T. 4. 1 Anſwer, | | 

3. Wearenotaſhimed toconfeſſe (but ſhould be aſhamed 

if it were otherwiſe ) that we have Notes, or at feaſt the plar» 

forme of our diſcourſe prepared in our heads and hearts, be- 
fore we preach ; we dare not preſume as ſome, extemperar 
teachers and Enthuſiafts doe, who come before people wit 

ſuch cruditkes and confuſed diſcourſes, that aviſe man can- 

| not 
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4L 


; Hot hear them without in-{jgnation,»nor a godly man "with- 


out grief, nor ungodly men and common hearers without : 


laughter. 


2. Notwithſtanding this we beg of God what to ſay, and- 
how to ſay it, not only becauſe we de not tie our ſelves to 
words, or -preciſely to our- premeditated matter, but alſo © 
becauſe we know that whatſoever we provides God hath an ** 

hough we be weakly 


hand in the delivery of it. Pro. 16.1. 
prepared, he can and often doth, ſupply us ; though we ke 
never ſo well prepared,he can confound us. If a man te ne- 


ver ſo Intelligent, or never ſo Eloquent a Preacher, -yet God + 


can remove away the fpeech from the truſty, and take awayithe un- 
der ſtanding of the aged. Job-12.20. Wedo not therefore pray to 
God only ſor what we want, but for what we bave, which we 
hold, or looſe, according as God lands by us in our work, 
— Pans S. FR | on « 

owlert us 5 how juſt this charge of Hypocriſy is, 
and-withall a oxrun it Mot pe be juſtly —_ upon Hina 


Ly whom it is publiſhed, who ( if you look tothe bottome of 
this Epiſtle ) ſubſcribes himſelf = cordial lover of our ſoules, when 


he ſheweshimſelf by hisbitter inveives, a cordial hater of 
our Miniſtry, in the exerciſe whereof we ſave our ows ſoules, 
and the foules yi 

names himfelf a Servant of Fefus Chriſt, who witneſſed a good 
confeſſion, and yet makes it his work ( and his play too ) to 


reproach his laborious ſervantsand faithful witneſſes in the- - 


Minifiry. | | 
That an accute Athieft upon'the Ale-bench ſhould :tabble 
out ſuch things astheſe be, or a karned- good-fellow pleaſe 
himſelf with ſuch foolifh talking and jeſting ( when the Por 
and the Pipe have whetted his wits ) were not to be wondered 
at, but that a'man that profeſſeth rhe fear of God himſelf, 
and:that harh'been ſooft in the Pulpit as if he meant to teach - 


| others, ſhould fpeak after thisrate, this 'istoo'too.bad.; the - 


Lord makehim/and his miſerable companions better. 
T.S. © wo. Tbeyrcall us Thieves and Robbers, becauſe we 
fpentl fre tayes invhe week, togatber together the words of the Pro- 
ts and Apoſites, the words of Jerome, Auguſtine, Calvin, 
aher,&7, andrhencome PCI day aud peak, to the 


thoſe that bear ws. 1 Tim. 4. 16. Withall he 


people: * 
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people, ſaying, Hearken to the ward of the Lord, when as indeed 
we received it not from the Lord, but from the writings of other men 
with whom we converſe. | | | 
TL. W.T. 4. We acknowledge that we do ſpend our time to 
gather together the words of the Prophets and Apotles 
( with their right meaning Ythat accordingly we may ſpeak 
to the people,& then we fay, hearken to the word of the Lord, 
« Luk. 1.70, for, are not the words ofthe Prophets and Apoſtles the word 
x Per.r,11, Of the Lord? z And if they be ſo, are we Thieves becauſe we 
xThef. 2,13 receive from the Lord that which we deliver to his people? 
>See the 1 Cor11-23. Theſe keſtrangethings: But it ſeems by their 
faxifel? writings b that they make all Thieves and ſtealers of the word 
diſcovery of  - wb 66 le Se” x 
« treache;.. that quote Scripture, if that which they deliver to others be 
ous defigne not delivered to them by immediate inſpiration. 
Pag. 33, 2. Forthe words of Ferome, Augufine, Calvin, Luther, 1 
2, anſwer, that we are not ſach contemners of the gifts and-. 
graces which God beſtowed on them, for the edification of 
his Church as to make no uſe of them. He that ſcornes to 
make uſe of the labours of man for - his improvement in the 
things of God, ſhewes himſelf a proud and unthankful man ; 


yet we donor ground any point of Religion upon the words -. 


of the moſt eminent men, but we make uſe of their light, and 
that judgment of diſcretion that was In their time, for our bettes 
nc: in a right underſtanding of the minde and way of 
God. | | | 
3. When we produce the words of Fereme and Auſtin, we 
do not ſay, Hearken to the word of the Lord. Its true, we ſay 
ſo: before the Sermon, becauſe we take a Text out of the 
Word of God, and to that, we bid them hearken, as alſo to 
all thoſe things which our purpoſe is to deliver to them our 
of the Word of God afterwards : But if there be occafion to 
wake uſ{eof humane Authors, ( as there Is ſeldom in Coun- 
trey Congregitions ) we offer to the hearers what we receive 
from them only as the confiderable things of men, not as the 
ifallible things of God ; nor do we impoſe them upon the con- | 
fciences of any, as we do the Word and worſhip of God. 

But whereas it is not enough with this man, that he makes 
us Hirelings, and greedy doggs, and Hypocrites, but he muft 
make us Thieves and Robbers too; I ſhall returne him his 
| charge, 
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charge, and deſire him to refle& noon himſelf and -his- com- 
pany, that cry after us as men do aftera Thief;,and to enquire 
whether they may not more jultly be accounted: fach them- 
ſelves, that ſtrive to ſteal away the good names of others, and 
put the name of Thieves upon them, by a fooliſh and falſe 
fame. For as for thefirſt part of his accuſation, it is fooliſh, 
to wit, that we gather from Prophets and Apoſtles, and then 
ſay hearken to the Word of the Lord, for ſo we ought to do; 
and as for the latter, tis falſe; to wit, that we ſay, Hearken 
to the Word of the Lord, when we bring the writings of men, 
for that ( unlefſe he mean it in ſome ſophiſtical ſenſe ) we 
do not. 
T.S. | 11. They have the confidence ts adviſe us ( ſee the bold- 
neſſe of theſe deceivers ) to preach no more to the people, than the 
Lord hath ſpoken to us, and then we our ſelves witneſſe the life aud 
power of within our ſelves, which if praftiſed, would be of ſad con=- 
ſequence to us; for that whereas moſt of us are engaged by contra@? 
fopreach weekſy, ſome once, ſome twice, ſome three times; if we 
ſhould preach no more, then we witneſſe the life and power of, either 
conſtant ſilexce,or rare peaking would be found in ourCongregations; 
and then what our ſheep would do for ſbepheards, or what we ſhep- 
heards ſhonld do for bire, let all that are in Authority judge. | 
W.T. 4. This I let paſſe, as ſeeming to have nothing in 
it; buta calumny coucht under a counſel & pretended advice, 
though perhaps there be a device in it alſo, and ſome deeper 


deceit; for when they ſay,ſpeak uo more than you have experience {ce 4 faith- 
of, then you live in; they who have had perſonall diſcourſes/*4i/0- 


with them, find from thence ground to declare, 1. That this i 


of a 


treacherous 


to ſilence you from ever mentioning the Hiſtories andProphecies of the 4efone, 
Scripture, as. Creation, coming of Chriſt into the world, Day of p, 28. 


Fudgment, 'Reſurreion of the body, which being paſt, or to come, 
we can hav? nopreſent experience of, Or 2.: that by this meanes 
all the Scripture muſt be conſtrued as metaphorical, in an Allegory; 
the Creation, Adam, Eve, Wilderneſſe, Canaan , Kings, Pro- 
phets, yea, Chriſt himſelf, his Fleſh, Blond, Croſſe, Jeruſalem, 


Herod, Pilate, Churches, Elders, Antichrift ( aud what not?) 
to be ſulfilled in the Allegaricall .conſftrugion of .particular expe- 


TIenCes. | 


If there keno ſuch Ns lniquity aschis in his mind; 
. 2 


_ and 


—_— 
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anJagain, if he do nor intend in theſe words, a living up to 
our Do&rine in full perfetiog, © which we dare not pretend 
unto ) then let him know, that the defire an1 endeavour of 
the publick Teachers in Fxgland is, to exoreſſe both within 
.and without themſelves, -the life and power of that they 


. preach to others , wherein- what their attainments are, let 
tho'e witnefſe among whom they are beft known, -anJ ſay 


wherher they be not ſuch;as to prove this part of his charge, a 


falſe accuſation, | 
F.S. 12. [They ſay that the minde of God is not to be known by 
fludy in an Univerſity, but by rev-lation of the Spirit, who alone 
knoweth his minde. 1Cor.2.11,12,%c | 
I. T. A. Ifhe mean the minde of Go1 cannot be known, 
ſavingly by nature or by humanelearning, that we ley too, 
and hold againf the Quakers, that God doth not fo enlight- 
en every one that comes into the world, asto know the minde 
of God in that ſenſe :. But if he mean, it cannot be known 
wotionally, that is, fo as to underſtand in many points the 
truth of Scripture-Do trine, that we deny. 'Scribes and Pha- 
riſes way lit in Moſes chair an teach thoſe truths that other 
men ought to hear. Mat.23.2 an-{therefore they may know 
them themſelves. Unto this 1 adde, thac humane Learn- 
ing ( conſidered in it ſelf )-will not acquaint us with the 
minde of God, bur yer being jandtified, 'its a great Aſſiiiane 
for that end. EN 
F.S. |: And that Paul and Peter, and other the Minifters of 
Feſw Chri't in Scripture, did not ſerve ay apprentiſhip in any Uni- 
velra.rs verfity to ay the Trade of Preaching ; but did preach that Goſpel 
| _— 1.16 wh\cbChrift by bis Spirit revealed in them, aud therefore they 
*.  ebaygeus tobe Miniters of the Letter only , becauſe we preach the 
' Saints words but do nv' witneſſe their condition ] 
W.T. A. Pant ani Peter were inſtrafted ly immedi- 
-'A. vid. A- aterevelation , which we are not ſo prefamptuous as te ex= 
meſium in peft, or to M1. e the condition of the Apo les our condition; 
__ 7." if we muſt doall that Paul an! Petey 'i1, then we muſt go up 
tia Apoſto. an 1 down and not'tye our ſelves to a particular place; and 
lo & mi then, what need is there of that reading, ffudy, meditation, 
niftrorum which Pax} preticth upon Timothy, 4 Tin.4-13,14z15, 2 Tims 
NOR 2,35. _ 
Yet 
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in Anſwer to a Quakers charge, © 


45 


"Ya did not the Apoſtles preach only by revelation of pr ng | 


Spirit within thenr, but according to that which the Spicic in 
Scripture revealed-to them, As 26.22, by which they were 


willing ta have their loFrine examined As 11-17. 


As for the rude illiterate ſcoffe of an Apprentiſhip, what 
con'Tience this Merchant makes to inftru& his Family in a 
right Religion, and to confirte them in piety ty Family- 
prayer, may well be ſuſpetel. But you may be ture he is an 
Apprentice-taker, and ſo is skild in this language, and ac- 
cordingly muſt thus ſpeak, but it is becauſe he hath a minde 
to be abuſtve, for otherwife he hath looked ſo much uyon the 


Univerſity (I think ) as to know. that ſchollars do not live 


there in the nature of Apprentices,. but ſtudy the liberal Arts 


Ina freeand ingenions way. But his wantonneſſe ( ] muſt fay 


his prophan?ſſe alſo ) riſes higher when he ſpeaks with all con- 
tempt of preaching, as If it: were ſome common Trade, when it 
15 that glorious calling wherein the Son of God ſpent his 
time when he was here upon earth, an4 which is the way of 
God in which he is well pleaſed to ſave thoſe that beheve 1 Cor. 
1.21- That we are Miniſters of the letter only, is his ſaying 
only, but he hath a great reaſon for it. to wit, becauſe we 
preach the Saints words, but do not witneſſe the Saints corn- 


_ dition. Aniwhar's this witneſſing the Saints condition? that Is 


a part of their gibberriſþ who deviing a new Religion, had 
need deviſe a new uncouth language. Let him ſpeak plainly , 
an1as men u'eto ſpeak, that are not afraid rob: underſtood. 
If he means by witnefling their con !ition, .to give witnefTe to 
the truth of God, that they till do, and defire more and more 
to do by their Dorine, and { wh t'oever he fajes tg. the 
contrary) by their converſation: yea, many of then; have 
formerly ſealed it with their bloud anq mny more are -rea- 
dy by Gods aſſiſtance to do it, when Go | ſhall call them it , 
which Tay b2quickly; for we a: enot fo ſecure( whatſoever 
heights his petulant Pen puts upon us ) 1s not to:think of ſuf- 
fering in a way of cruelty by thoſe by whom we ſuffer, ſo much 

in a way of calumny. I | - 
T. S. 13. Their blaſpbemies do #9t end here, but they proceeded 
8, and declare both to.us and cur perple, that all our taii#47 and 
prefeſien of Chriſt, his deaths meſon and righteouſn?fſe ano 
| 3: #011011 
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notion (though never ſo orthodex) ſball nothing availe us, or them, 
unleſſe we witneſſe the life of Feſus in us, and his eternall power rai- 
fing us up tonewneſs of liſe. 2# 

I. T. 4. That the profeſſion of Chriſt in the notion will 
nothing availe Miniſters ( as to their ſalvation) without the 
power and life of religion, weeafily grant,and therefore (in that 
regar) his charge is ground lefſe, and hathnothing in it, 
but only an oblique an4 untrue taxing of the Miniſtry of this 
Nation,as if there were nothing of the life of Jeſus in the pub- 
lique Teachers thereof. 

But that Orthodox teaching will nothing availe others. 


* When the Teachers themſelves are bad, let him prove , and 


Jam. 9. 


2 1Sam. 2, 
2.9. 


diſprove therein our Saviour himſelfe. Math. 23. 2,3. 

 T. S.14 They deenot ſpare to publiſh it «5 truth (andpradiſe ac- 
cordingly ) that he that refpeFeth perſons doth commit ſin, andthere- 
fore it is (Heretiques as they are ) that they will no ſooner bow down 
to the rich man wearing the gold-ring and the goodly apparrell, then 


| tothe poore man that's clad with vile rayment:of which, if permitted 


( O you Ralers and Magiſtrates) this will bethe ſad conſequence that 
you will neither be ftild bonourable nor worſbipfull ; nor we be cal'd 
by the well-pleafing Titles, of Doors, and Divines. 

' W.T. 4. Let ſuch uycivil men prove that Chriſt was a re- 
ſpeRer of perſons in his conceſſion to Nicodemus,that he was a 
Matter in Iſrael;or the ſpirit of God in Lake,when he calls Ga- 
maliel a Door of the law. A#. 5.34. And ſome women ho- 
nowrable women. chap. 17. 12. or Paul when he ſayes , moſt 
ble Feſtus, chap.26.25. This (quandam) Teacher of others 
might have learn'd himſelf by this time, that though it be a 
great fault to reſpe& men impiouffy,ſo as toderogate from God, 
4 or to reſpe& men partially,” with the contempt of poore chri- 
fiians, (wherefore Fames ſpeakes, chap.2,1,2.) yet it isno fault 
to give men Titles of diftin&ion (as to call ſome noble-men, 


"others Knights , others Gentlemen, ſo ſome Divines, other 


Jawyers) or to give them thoſe titles of reſpeC & dignity that 
belong to them in their places ; but a duty rather ; for we muſt 
give honour unto them to whom honour belongs, Rom. 12.7. 


Heb. 17 T-S- Laſtly, they doe avouch it to be proper(as in Hebrew, Greek 


Thou. 


and Latine, ſoin Engliſh) to ſay Thou and Thee to any ſingle perſons . 


Gr. chou concluding( ſee what is to be illiterateYthat becauſe Adam, Abraham 
La, Tu loi Mofes & we our ſelves do ſay thon;&: theezto the great God that made 


the 
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in anſwer to a Duakers Charge. 


though we doe eſteeme the impropriety proper for great men audrich 
men, to ſay thou and thee, to a poore man, aud a meane man; yet we 
'Cannot but condemne the ſame (though proper) for a poore man or a 
meane man, to ſay thou and thee to agreat man, and a rith man. 

I. T.4. 1. Itis notproper, nor poſlible, 'to ſay thee or 
thou to any man,in Hebrew, Greek or Latine; for neither He. 
trew, Greek, nor Latine, have any ſuch words. 

2. It'strue that the Hebrew, Greek, and Latine pronounes 
are tranſlated | thou] in our Engliſh tongue, when a ſingle per- 
ſon is ſpoken too. Nor is there any irreverence in ſpeaking fo 
In our prayers to the great God,becauſe in our Engliſk tranſh- 
tion of Scripture,Scripture-prayers are ſo expreſſed , and the 
uſe of all the people of God in England hath fo far obtain'.1, 
that there is no abatement of the honour of God in it. But 
on the other fide, ſuch is and hath been the conſtant manner of 
ſpeaking in this Nation, that it is thereby become offenſive to 
ſay thou and thee to our ſuperiours,and when ſuch offence,vay 


be avoided by another way of ſpeaking which (according to {2quen- 


um ut vule 
u 


the uſage of our Engliſh Tougue) is as proper as that, the 0 
fence ought to be avoided); for Scripture ſaith, Give no offence, 
x Cor.10.32. To wit, if it may lawfull, fairely, and eſpecially 
eaſily, be prevented, the o1d rules is to ſpeak as people com- 
monly and ordinarily ſpeake. Now cuſtome hath made it to 
be the civility of our language to teſtifie our reſpe& by ſaying 
you, and diſreſpe&by ſaying thou, to any ſuperiour or equal 
(unleſfſe it be in'a way of familiarity.) | 

3.Jt's true alſo that when a chile learn his Accidencehe muſt 
ſay Ego, T, Ille, Hee, Tu, Thou. But muſt he therefore goe to his 


Fatherand fay O Thou. Father , give me this or that? 


What a ftrange thing is thisto rae rudeneſs a matter of 
religion? as ifa man could not be holy,unlefſe he be humorous, 
nor a perfe& Chriſtian, (as perfeRion Is attainable) unleſſe 
he be a perfe& Clowne. 

T.S. | Theſe are the horrid Blaſphemyes , aud damnabl: Dod- 


rines, againſt the Abettors of which, you doe at this day diſcharge ſo 


much paſſion , and rage, both from Preſſe aud pulpit ; calling to the 
civill Powers for Bonds and Priſons ; nay fire and faggot againſt all 


thoſe, who (fearing the Lord) dee feare to cal! darknes light, and 
| I 


5 . mY 
FL p a *s 
- 

w 
* % a - - 

? . 

- 
- 


Forld,therefore the ſame expreſſions may be uſed to mortal men;and_- 


oo ©. 
G 


- il : 4 -A, k = ; o 
> 
—ronn_— 9 
4 w 2 - IT '- "I 


A Defence of the Monſters of thit Nation 


ns: an ans "_ 


Y ; ? 
=== 
-” 
[ 


light darknes. But ſtop a little and confider, what y:u are doit; whillh 
You are upon the 'ull carrere poſting to Damaſcus npon Sauts 
bleody errand. Will you not out of your owne mouthes be condemnetl 
before himthat cannot erre-inquigment? Doe you fulfill or violate that 
Rozall Law a” Cbriſt written in your þ2atts, fo do unto other, #s you - 
world they ſhould d: e unto you? ate not you as notable beretivhs ih the 
 eſteeme of tho'e whoſe blood you thirſt after.zs they are in yours ? arl. 
would you efteeme it juſt that (were the power in their hands ) they 
ſbould mete the-ſame mea'ure unto you ? - 

I. T. A. This: ftutious Accoſer of thoſt Eldets againft 
whom no accuſation is to be received, but before 2. or 3. wit-- . 
nefſes. 1 Tim. 5.19. Thinks (its likeJhe hath acquainted him-- 
ſelfe and clear'd-h's company very well in the forenamed lift 
of 15. ( as he ſcoffingly calls them ) Blaſpbemies, Cwhich are 
for the moſt part, -trul, and in goodearneſt ſuch in. the Apoſtles 
ſenſe 1 Pet. 4.4 ) And yet he is not qutet , bur proceeds tb 
blaſpheme further, and to condemne the publique Teachers of - 
this Nation, not of any petty crime, but as poſting on SauPs 
bloody errand and thirfting a{ter blood. . 

What he fayes is veryhigh ; but how vaine is hts Religion, - - 
who bridles his tongue no better then to faſten upon us thoſe 
horrid things, which being applyedto all the publique teachers - 
in this Nation {to all whom he writes ) are juft as true as the 
like accuſation of Shimei was when it was appliet to David, . 
2 Sam 16.7,8. . | 

But let him and his complices confider;whether their owne 
monthes, which are ſo full of the curſings of minifters, & their - 
bawling Bookes (th:t are ſo full of fords)doe nor ſufficient- - 
ly fignifiethat it is farre more probable that they will ſhedd our 
blood ( if God ſhould once givethem power) then true that 
we defire theirs. Our deſire and prayer is, that God would 
open their eyes to ſee the errour of their way, and turne them 
from their by paths that they may not periſh in them, wherein 
« -» 4d ſhall prevaile for thoſe. among them that belon y 
to God. 

T. S. | If you ſhall deſpiſe it as mine, yet accept of it xs the 
connſell of Gamaliel, that ſober Phariſes, take heed to your ſelves, 
what you intend to doe as touching the innocent whom you now .ſo 
frercely purſue, left haply you be found even to fight againſt Col. = 
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And now what is in all the world that I ( who am become your ene- 


my becauſe I tell you the truth) do wiſh unto you Teachers? Even 
this, that the gracious God would grant you to witneſſe the ſame 
change that Saul did, that the ſameband of -love that ſtruck him 
fo the earth, would likewiſe bring you down from all 10ur high 
thoughts, and lofty imaginations, to 'toop ro the teachin's of that 
Feſus wi,om you now prrſecute, that you may come tv w.'neſſe all 
the wildome of this world to be jcol ſhneſſe with God, and may be 
content to become ful. 5, that you may be wiſe. That you may cry -ut 
( from the ſame root of lie ) with the ſame Saul, Lord what 
w uld' thu bave us to do? Tat you may not i w rds only. but in 
tre-h, come to wuneſſe all your excellency hut loſſe, and vour cory 
bur as dung, for the excellency of the L1owl dge of Jeſus Chriſt : 
And fin:li«s, that you may be made atle to compreh*nud wrh all 
Saints, what is the bre1dth, and leng h, and dep 'h. and bright, 
and to bn.w the love of Corift that paiſeth knowledge : Ail which 
are the hearts deſtres of him for you, who is 
: | A cordial Lover of all your Souls 
ani @ ſervant of th:t Feſus 
who win t ao od con/eſſion 
before Pontius Pilate. 


Thomas Speed. 


F T. 4 In thef-!aft ines ofthis Ev file he retnrnes to his 
exhortations -nd ſ:mnl:cations:; w erein ( having exvreſt 
his 'eteftat on ofus by zy ng the worſt he can, an+ tht w th 
all the wit he hath avai ſtus ) he wonl i be thonght to with 
us well : if he 7o fo, it- th=' etter for h m'elf, and w2 wo':] 1 
not be behin1e with hin that way. However 2001 and well- 
gro:n 'e!ad>on'tions v eſhall notrefuſeto obſerve, though 
coming out of the + outh of an enemy: not 2n ener y as he 
ſaith, Fecau ec he tells us the truth, Hut | ecau he tells ( let 
him ſearch whether it be not out of -n invenome ! ſpirit a- 
gainſt us ) ſo many un'rruths of us, though he ſpe :k ſome 
truth to us. 

L elire to think the beſt, Charity  kinde x Cor 13.4. but 
yet it isnot blende: Nor can lefle > ( Ithiak ) — 

in 
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. © ing the beſthe ſaies( tyany man that will not ſhut his eyes ) 
but that his dealing therein is like the old management of the 
bulineſfe of Fobs Friends with their unjuſtly condemned Fob. 
They were grave and wiſe men, gave him very good counſel, 
told him how much comfort he might expe&t from God, but 
all this was, If be would be a boneſt man, when as he was one 
already, yea, better than themſelves ( as appears by Gols 
commendation of him in the beginning of the Book chap. 1.8. 
he was a Noxe ſuch) and righter than they in the cauſe he 
maintained, asappears by Godsapprobation of him and con- 
demnation of his Friends in the latter end of the Book chap. 
42.7,8. Juſt ſo it ishere, for though this man come as ſhort 
of theſe mens wiſdome as he doth of their years,and indeed be 
no way worthy to be _ with them, yet he comes full 
up.to their miſtakes. If we Miniſters would take his coun- 
ſel and become honeſt men, ( who are a company of greedy 
Dogs, and Hypocrites, and Thieves, and Robbers, ) then it 
would be well with us ; but C though we deteſt the carriage 

of any of our calling, that {hall be found guilty of thoſe evils 
and abominations, yet ) the publick Teachers of this Nation 
can ſpeak with a goo! conſcience ( yea, and ought to ſpeak ) 
in that Ianguage of ab»(:d Fob, God forbid that we ſhould juſtifie 
him : Till we dye we will uot remove our integrity from us; our 
fob 27.5.6, Trighteou/ne ſſe we bold faſt and will 20t let it goes - our hearts ſhall 
#0t reproach us ſo long as we live: Wedeſire to be much hum- 
bled for our mifcarriages, and know what need we have of a 
Saviour ; but yet can confidently refer our ſelves for the try 
all of our cauſe and carriage as it ſtands here, to that righ- 
reous Go an') ſupreame Judge, who will throughly: plead 
the cauſe of Zion ( ever ſhot at through the ſides of Winiſters ) 
an:{/will one day difquiet the Inhabitants of Ba' ilon, and all 
tho/e Inſtruments of theirs that fight againſt them and him 
Fer. 50 33 34 | 
I As for his cordial love which he doth not ſhew, but ſay, 
| he hath towar:'s our ſo::les, my returne therento ( for my 
own part ) ſhall be only this, that whatſoever I h:ve ſpoken 

In "iflike of, and oppoſition to this ſcandalous Epiſtle. yet 

I may truly ſay it hath deeply affeted my heart, to think of 

the ſad condition of theſe poor and mi.erablemen( whom = 
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call Quakers, becauſe we know not hew otherwiſe to diſtin- 
iſh them, or to converſe with them ) whereunto1 am moved 
Ly theſe two reaſons. 

1. Becauſe they are(I do not ſiy, nor do I mean; ſuck 
bitter enemies to us)but ſuch adverſaries to the eternal falva- 
tion of their own ſoules; as many other wayes, ſo eſpecially 
whileſt they bring not the light w:thin.them to Gods 1 gh, 
which is contained in Scripture, but Gods Scripture-light 
to that light which they pretend to le in their hearts ; which 
is the ready way to their uvnoing ; for he that truſts in bis own 
heart is a foole, and ſo runs upon his own raine 2n 1 perd*tion, 
Prov.2$.26. an1they are the Scriptures, an! the Scriptures 
only that make us wiſ- unto ſaivation *; unto which I may ad 'e 
their other pernicious e rour o' pl cing J:ſtification and 7z1- 
vation in a Righteouſneſſe within, and not in Chriſt and his 
ſatisfa&ion witho't. | | 

2. Another reaſon is, Hecauſe the & poor creatures are left 
(1 meanthe princip:1 ofthem ) by thoſe generally that have 
written moſt tenderly to them, and that not without great 
and ſad reaſon, as men whom it is to no purpo'e to ſpe:k to; 
they are left ( whoſe heart would not grieve to think of it? ) 
as men irrevocably loft, like thoſe men of whom the Scripture 


ſaith, who bath forewarned you to flie from the wrath to come? Luk.3.7. 


they are poſſeſt with ſuch oppoſite principles as render them 
incapable of all thoſe warnings that ſhould work upon them 
and be effetual in them, to free them from the wrath to 
come ; but Twxrxe thou them 0 Lord, and they ſh:ll be turned. 
It is impoſſi. le for all wen and means to ſave ſuch h-rdened 
ſoules from death, but none have 'ſo erred from the truth, 
but that a God can convert them Lord, what thou would-/t have 
us to do, and what it is impoſſible for us to do, be pleaſed to do thy 
ſelf to whom all things are peſible : We cannot but thou canſt, 
ſave even ſuch ſoul- from death, aud ſo cover a multitude sf ns 
Tam.s 19920. whatis it that Omnipotency cannot doe? 
What is it thatFree-Grace will not do? So work in tiem, ſo 


work for them, that in the Ages to come, the exceeding "riches of 


grace may be manifeſted and magnified; and a probatum may be put 


upon that glorious truth, that evey in regard of ſuch. grace raigns Ephu2.7, 
threugh righteouſueſſe unto eternal life by Feſus Chriſt our Lo d | 
G 2 | 


Rom.5.21., 


* 2 Timaz, 
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_ Ifmy Pile ſeeme to any ſo ſevere asto call In queſtion the 
reality of ſuch compaſſions and ſupplications, to that I have 
ſpoken in my Epiſtle a, and ſhall adde this further, that my 

pirit hath been much humbled within'me ( let it not be ac- 
counted fondneſſe to ſay ſo much ) and not a little contained 
and immoderated by what providence pointed me to, while 

1 was at:out this work in Mr. Beza's Argument on »Pſal.143. 
wherein he tells us that that Pſalme declares what moderation 
we ſhould uſe, when we are oppreſſed with ſlanders ; for though be 
that is unjuſtly accuſed C ſaith he ) be not guilty of that crime in 
his own conſcience, as it appears that Davil was baniſhed without 
all;deſerving as a ſeditious perſon,and guilty of high treaſon ( which , 
cauſeth bim both in other places and in this pſalme, boldly-to ap- 
peal unto God, tru{ting in his innocency ) notwithſtanding whereas 
the conſcience before the judgment ſeat of God doth aboundantly 
reprove them alſo,which are moſt innocent before men, it muſt needs 
be that the-conſcience here ſuſtain a double priſon, both confeſſing 
it ſelf guilty, and alſo ſetting it ſelf as innocent before the ſame 
Fudgment ſeat, and David doth this thing moſt manifeſtly in this 
Pſalme, adding a {entence as notable as any is any where in the holy 
Scriptures, whereby all audevery man without exception ( befides 
bim only who was borne pure without all ſpot ) being conſidered in 
themſelves, are condemned of injury done to others, and there- 
fore wothy of ſundry puniſhments. Thus far that holy and hum- 
ble man. 

And ſhall it not be our teſtimony that we the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, are not ſuch as we are made to be, becauſe we freely 
acknowledge our ſelves worthy to be made ſuch ? I ſay wor- 
thy, in regard of our guilt before our God, though I doubt 
not but ſuch charges as theſe ( as they come from thoſe that 
charge us ) ſhall be caſt out of the Court of heaven. Yea, and 
that we ſhall receive through Jeſus Chriſt for all thoſe things 
wherein our conſciences do accuſe us, and wherewith that 
God that is greater than our conſciences, is able to charge 
us ( while we accuſe our ſelves and fly to free-grace ) an abe 
ſolving ſentence. | En 

Yet ſure this ſends us( for I ſhall not fear to conjoyn my 
dear Brethren in this conceſſion ) and that very feelingly to 
a. more ſpecial ſcruting, and ſevere ſearch, into our trons 

| carts 


» 


ws. * 
_ 
\ 


- ” 4 2 " 


in anſwer to a uakers Charge. 


hearts and waies, to finde out if it may be, whence it may a- 
riſe in true conſideration, that God ſhould permit ſo much 


ſcorne to be caſt upon us. He ſpake like a Phyloſopher that 


ſaies, What evil kave I done, that bad men ſpeak, well of me. 
but he ſpeaks like a Chriſtian and likea Divine, that ſaies, what _.. _ 
evil have 1 done, that bad men jpeak, evil of me? 1 know not why pick 
- 1ON 
they ſhould be ſo offended, but there is reaſon enough,whether Iknow applauded 
it or 110, 'why God ſhould be difpleaſed, and by their mo]t unjuſt, ma« once by the 
nage his moſt juſt diſpleaſure. Surely it is meet to be laid unto P*9ple, who 
God (from the rod of men, and that ſcourge of their tongues, which; 11” - 
is ever in the hand of God ) I will aot offend any more, that which 049 5080s 
T ſee not, teach tho mee, if T have doae iniquity, I will do 0 more at it, and 
Job. 34+-31,32+ | | ſaid to one 
Having thus far made bold with my Reverend Brethren 7 *”» 
( yet ſpeaking all to my ſelf moſt ) I may not leave without —_— 
adding a few words concerning thoſe of the Miniſtry, who hodie mihi 
may be juſtly charged with ſome or many of theſe enormous excidit mali 
things, that are heaped up in this Epiſtle : Yea, from whom Have 1 /e: 
ſuch aſperſions have riſen upon the whole company and cal- fall iy _ : 
ling of publick Teachers. 1 hope they will give me leave! oy 
without impatience or contempt, in a fair and loving, but are ſo plea- 
yet ſerious and ſad way, to impart my ſe]f unto them. ſed, i 
1. Thenfor the matter of Teaching, though this Epiſtle 
be not ſuch a friend to publick teaching, as to taxe us for 
negle@ that way, yet that no doubt, isa Miniſters principal 
task, and to be lookt upon as a matter of abſolute zeceſiry 
1 Cor.9.17. The Call to Preaching reacheth as high as hea- 
ven, and the woe for not Preaching goes as low as hell, and 
will ke found ſo to do, when Chritt ſhall come to require an 
account of that charge of Preaching the Word, and being 
inſtant in ſeaſox ad out of ſeaſon 2 Tim 4.1,2. but thit which 
it concernes me more eſpecially to intimate, 1s [this, that 
whereas much is here ſpoken, concerning maintenance, they 
have no cauſe to lay hold on the wages,. that have no care to 
do the work of the Miniſtry, for it is theLabourer,nor the Loy- 
terer that is worthy of his hire. I ſhall patſe this with Gregory's 
cenſure Frufus abſque pecunia comedit qui Eccleſiaſtica commoaa jg, :, 
principit ſed minifterium populo non impendit. Quid ad hc nos Paſto- $ob, 1. 22, 
res dicimus qui officis quidem preconis [uſipimus, [ed alimenta Eccle- cap,23, 
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fiaftica muti manducamus; exigimus quod noſtro debitur corpori. ſed 
nou impedimus quod ſubjcorum debetur cords. | 
2. That which there is more cauſe to ſpeak to here, is this, - 
that if any that are of this great Calling ſhall (in theſe dayes T0 
wherein men are more preſt to take pains ) preach frequently W.23 
and live deſolutely, they have to conſider, that they are un- _ 
der our Saviours black chara&er of thoſe Scribes and Phari- 
ſes( with whom this indiſcreet and un-diſtinguithing Epiſtle 
ſhuffles us all up Jand that's this, they ſay a#d do not, Mat-23.3. 
like Kine ( its an homly fimilitude but which comes hame ) 7 
that givea goo1 meal ( and that perhaps of iincere milk ) and | 
then throw it all down with their foot ; or like children that | 
write a fair- coppy, an1 then Hot it out with their ſlieve. 
How = aig 7 a thing is this, and how uncomforta' le? 
For herel remember what is ſtoried of Origen, who Feing 
Hzrel64. drawn in by a device ( as Epipbanius reports )to ofer Fran- 
kinſenſe to the Heathen gods, he left the place where he 
did it, which was Alexandria, being not able to indure the ES. RR” 
infamy th-t Ucceeded ſucha fat, and came to Hirruſalem, | 
where when they conſtrained him to teach, he roſe up at 
length, and read this entence of the 50. Pſalme, But unto the \ 
wicked ſaith God, what kajt thou to do to declire my ſtatutes, or | 
| 
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that thou ſhouldſt take my covenaxt into thy mouth ? And when 
he had done, laid aſide the Book and fell a weeping and wai- 
ling, and the whole company with him. And ſure , if 
ever Go1 awaken a miſ{-living Miniſters cenicience, an evil 
carriage will bea weeping bultnefſe, and jthe 50. Palme to 

him will be like the 5 1. to David. | | 

3. That which | have moſt cauſe-to men: ion, and which 
hath move1 meto ſpeak ofall the reſt, is, that-this Book of 
reproaches takes 'tsriſe and the Vttle ſtrength it hath, from 
the looſe an 1 unjuſtifiable c:rriage of diverſe perſons in the W*_y . *v 
 miniſteri1l Calling. Now what a lamentable thing is this, 
that Miniſters of the Word ſhould ſo live, as to diſhonour 
both the Wor & the Miniſtry It is but reafonthit they ſuffer 
me to ſpeak, by whom we all {uffer Thou that teacheſt anot*er 
Romiz, Teac eſt thu nt thy ſelf ? Thou whoſe buſineſſe it is topreach the 
: Law and Word of God, by breaking th? Law,diſhonour eft thou God ? 
For the Name of Go4 ( even that Name of his which is tamper 
on 
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on his. ordinances and Miniſters ) is blapph:med among 


' the Duakers and Anti miniſterial men through you. Isit no-. 
thing to you, that you make the offerings, the ordinances of 


God, the ordinances of the. Miniſtry to te abhorred? Will 
not the accompt be ſad at the laſt day, that you have not only 
lived ſcandaloufly your ſelves, but alſo trought a ſcandal 
and all approby on all thoſe of the ſame calling, that have 
lived better ? O think ſeriouſly and ſeaſonably of jthat heart- 
ſmiting aggravation and the ſheathelefſe ſword that followed 
it. By thy ſin thou haſt given great occaſton to the exemies of th? Lord 
to blaſpheme. A good Miniſter is the Ornament of the Mini- 
firy, yea, the glory of Chrit ; but a-bad one, theblot and the 
blewiſh, who hath therefore three heavy things to be acount- 
able for, a bad carriage, the bad carriage of a Miniſter and 
making the Miniſtry it ſelf deſpicable by ſo: bad a carriage. 
Let this ( if any thing haſten an amendment for the preventing 
ofan accumulate4 Judgment : And for that reaſon I have 
written thus much, and not as aſſuming anythingto my ſelf 
over others of the ſame calling, or as loving the faults of any; 
were it not that there is ſucha cauſe, and by occaſion of this 
Book, ſuch a ca'l. 

Its high time for me to draw to a conclufton, wherein I 
ſhall returne to him with whom [I have to do,& to thoſe of the 
fame way,concerning whom my ſelf,and | doubt not to ſay,the 
publick and pious Teachers of this Nation, are willing and. 


realy to pray that they dano evil, not that we ſhould appear appro- © 


ved; but that they ſhould do that which js honeſt, though we be as 
Reprobates, and yet I truſt they fball know that we are not Repro- 
bates 2 Cor-23. 6,7. et 

But I had c:ufe notwithſtanding thus to apvly my ſelf to 


this firſt and fouleſt part of our Adverfaries Book, out of a 


ſenſe of what Pavid ſometirhe ſaid a, I have occafioned the death 
of all the perſons of thy Fathers Houſe ; to wit, fourſcore an1 
five Perſons of the[.ords Prieſts, My loveto my Brethren will 
not ſuffer reto 'o lefſe than to refle& upon wy felf( when 1 
re:d theſe.moſt abnſive things ) as the Perſon, through whoſe 
occaſion the er ſervants of God have been thus vilified ; and 
though therailings of injudicious and uncivil men be of little 
value upon « ight conſfileration, ( ſave only to lay upon _ - 
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2Sam.12; 
14, 
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| {clvesa fe r ul gilt?) yet. becauſe diverſe. weak Chriſtians, 
Who :renot :o well able to ſee into the ſubrilties of Deceivers, 
-andto finde out the depths of Satan in this defigne,, may be 
indu: ed to.ulefle etimation of pu lick P.cachers and. Prea-» 
ching,. whi. h are.Godsprinc:pal ordinary way to the ſalya-» 
tion of thei. {o-!les-. I haye taken the more pains to afford 
the'r the help.o this.Difcavery,. that 'o the 0: dinance of he 
Miniſtry nay not have lefſe efficacy upon their ſoules, iy has 
ving lefle refpeCt in their hearts - "7 
Now if Go1 ſþall bepleaſe | to blefſe any thing that hath - 
been ſpoken, ſo as tom -ke 't prevalznt for the; conf. ining of. 
tho e who haveyet kept the Fa th, an, the reducing a thoſg 
who are not far gone, , or not lone gone froaftheri-he- way: 

_ Tſhall humbly blefſe Go | fogit. an | doubtnot but they will 
doſoalſo:; however | ſhall leave all to that all-working Go3, 
who when Paunlplants, and A4po//o waters, doth hin elt one 
give the increaſe, anJ a. de (through his goo:! Spirit, whicks 
1 hambly Leg for that end ) an etfeual operacion, : 


